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India, Japan target maritime security pact during Shinzo Abe’s 

September visit 

-Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury 

India and Japan hope to put in place a maritime security pact when PM Shinzo Abe 

visits mid-September for the annual summit amid China's growing aggression in East 

and South China Seas besides Indian Ocean Region -- a common concern for both New 

Delhi and Tokyo.  Abe's visit in the backdrop of the Sino-Indian standoff at Doklam 

could also help India and Japan develop a common understanding amid China's 

unilateral moves to change the status quo along land boundary (Indo-Bhutan-China 

trijunction) and maritime boundary in East China Sea in Japan's territory.  

In the backdrop of the Sino-Indian boundary standoff, the Japanese PM's visit for this 

edition of the annual summit gains added significance as both neighbours of China 

have been at the receiving end of Beijing's encroachment along disputed boundaries.  

 Besides a highlight of Abe's trip could be attending a ceremony in Gujarat related to 

High Speed Railway (HSR) project using Japanese Shinkansen technology funded by 

Tokyo. This is the only HSR project approved in India so far. 

 India plans to start construction of the approximately 500-km rail link between 

Ahmedabad and Mumbai in 2018 and get it operational in 2023. Japan has extended 

a $12 bn package for HSR at a nominal interest of 0.1 percent for 50 years with a 

moratorium on repayments up to 15 years.  The agreement on the HSR, the MoU on 

civil nuclear cooperation and two defence pacts were key outcome of Abe's last visit to 

India in December 2015. The civil nuclear pact was opernationalised last week adding 

further momentum to Indo-Japanese strategic partnership. That visit is also 

memorable for the fact that Abe performed "Aarti" on the banks of river Ganges in 

Varanasi with PM Narendra Modi. "Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is considering visiting 

India between September 12 and 14. Abe wants to reach an agreement with Modi to 

strengthen bilateral cooperation on maritime security, apparently to address China's 

growing activities in the East and South China seas and the Indian Ocean. The two 

leaders are also expected to discuss potential responses to North Korea, which 

continues to push forward with its nuclear and missile development programs despite 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/India
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Japan
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/maritime-security-pact
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Shinzo-Abe
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/annual-summit
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/China


Page 8 of 71 
 

UN sanctions," Japanese news agency JiJi reported quoting government sources in 

Tokyo.  

 

Amid the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative across Asia and Africa that has security and 

economic implications for the region, India and Japan have put in place a freedom 

corridor from Asia (Indo)-Pacific to Africa to provide a sense of stability. Abe’s visit 

would give further impetus to joint cooperation under this initiative. Japan is the 

single largest source country for FDI in India, could see further commitments under 

Make in India initiative during Abe's trip. 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 24 July 2017 

 

 

Pakistan for co-op to tackle maritime security challenges 

A two-day Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) Working Group meeting 

commenced here on Tuesday under the auspices of Pakistan Navy. Chaired by 

Pakistan Navy, the working group consists of 10 member nations including Australia, 

Bangladesh, France, India, Iran, Oman, Pakistan, Singapore, Thailand and UAE. 

According to Pakistan Navy spokesperson, this is the second time Pakistan is hosting 

IONS activities in Pakistan. In 2015, Pakistan Navy hosted IONS working group on 

Info Sharing and Interoperability along with IONS preparatory workshop in Karachi. 

The theme of Working Group remains “Information Sharing and Interoperability”. 

Speaking at the inaugural session, Rear Admiral Muhammad Fayyaz Gilani, Deputy 

Chief of the Naval Staff (Operations), highlighted the importance of Indian Ocean 

region for global maritime community. He highlighted that being energy rich, the 

region faces host of security, human and environmental challenges. 

While underscoring the maritime threats, he said that threats to maritime security in 

the region emanate primarily from contemporary challenges like maritime terrorism, 

piracy, narco-arms and human smuggling and that collaborative maritime security has 

become the scarlet thread to ensure peace and stability in the region. The Deputy Chief 

of the Naval Staff (Operations) further added that Pakistan Navy is fully cognizant of 

the challenges being faced in maritime domain and as a firm believer in the concept of 

collaborative maritime security, it has been actively participating in maritime security 

and counter-piracy operations in the region along with other partner nations. Pakistan 

Navy’s participation in combined task forces 150 and 151 has contributed significantly 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-japan-target-maritime-security-pact-during-shinzo-abes-september-visit/articleshow/59729884.cms
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towards peace and security in the North Arabian Sea. He also mentioned that the 

Pakistan Navy always looks forward to participate in IONS related activities as the 

forum has tremendous potential to contribute towards peace and stability in the 

Indian Ocean region. 

In today’s era of globalization, importance of information sharing needs no emphasis. 

Therefore, the Info Sharing and Interoperability Working Group has a vital role in 

connecting all members and observers and to enhance cooperation in common areas 

of interest. 

Later, in the key note address, Rear Admiral (R) Pervaiz Asghar underlined the 

importance of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in improving regional 

connectivity and its likely impact on increasing maritime trade in the region. He also 

highlighted the importance of collaborative and cooperative approach to security for 

mutual benefit. The IONS is a multinational forum established in 2008. Pakistan 

became member of this forum in March 2014. Over the years, the forum has gained 

considerable significance in the regional maritime affairs. During the two-day event, 

the working group will deliberate on different measures to improve information 

sharing as well as ways and means to enhance interoperability amongst the IONS 

nations. 

Source: nation.com.pk, 26 July 2017 

 

 

 

Lawmakers propose maritime-security aid for India’s neighbours 

-Wyatt Olson 

While the Trump administration has yet to define its strategic policy in the Pacific, key 

lawmakers are urging the Pentagon to expand Obama-era security assistance to 

countries in the Bay of Bengal to counter China’s growing influence. The proposed 

National Defense Authorization Act 2018 directs the Defense Department to expand 

the Maritime Security Initiative to add Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Myanmar to the five 

Southeast Asian countries already included. The inclusion underscores the emerging 

alliance among the United States, India and other Bay of Bengal states as a 

counterbalance to China’s military and economic ventures in the region. 

http://nation.com.pk/national/26-Jul-2017/pakistan-for-co-op-to-tackle-maritime-security-challengesn
https://www.stripes.com/reporters/2.1926?author=Wyatt_Olson
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The waters are central to China’s One Belt One Road project, a massive global 

infrastructure plan intended to secure trade routes essential to China. Earlier this year, 

China released a proposal to build a first-of-its-kind ocean corridor intended to link 

Southeast Asia with the Bay of Bengal, among other places. 

The 2017 NDAA gave the defense secretary permanent, worldwide authority to provide 

foreign countries with support for training, equipment and sustainment to build 

capacity for, among other things, maritime and border-security operations. The first 

iteration of aid was last year’s Southeast Asia Maritime Security Initiative, which 

provided assistance to key nations bordering the disputed South China Sea – 

Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam – over which China has laid 

claim to a vast swathe. The initiative has funded equipment, training and military 

construction. The initiative expansion, proposed by the Senate Armed Services 

Committee, would build upon a blossoming military relationship between America 

and Bangladesh. 

Earlier this month, Adm. Harry Harris, commander of U.S. Pacific Command, met the 

prime minister of Bangladesh during his first visit there as PACOM chief. Early next 

year, U.S. and Bangladesh armed forces will co-host Shanti Dood 4, a multinational 

peacekeeping exercise, at the newly built Bangladesh Institute of Peace Support 

Operations Training. Meanwhile, Sri Lanka to the south is a focal point for China’s 

One Belt One Road, but the U.S. military has been stepping up its ties with the tiny 

nation that lies near a crucial trade route between the straits of Malacca and Hormuz. 

Speaking at a maritime security conference in Sri Lanka in November, Harris said, “As 

the first American four-star officer to visit Sri Lanka in almost a decade, I’m pleased 

to see the strengthening of security ties between our countries.” “The Indian Ocean 

matters to the United States,” he said. “Sri Lanka matters to the United States.” 

In March, the fast-transport USNS Fall River visited Sri Lanka as the first stop in 

Pacific Partnership 2017, an annual exercise devoted to disaster-relief planning and 

building goodwill. 

Source: www.stripes.com, 19 July 2017 

 

 

 

https://www.stripes.com/news/lawmakers-propose-maritime-security-aid-for-india-s-neighbors-1.478904#.WYADXY9OLmJ
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Kelly: Security at US Ports a top priority 

The US’ Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly has said that security at US shipping 

ports, including the testing of containers and vessels for biological and radiological 

hazards, is a top priority to the prevention of terrorism. According to ABC, Mr Kelly 

observed a nuclear-detection drill while onboard the Coast Guard Cutter Aspen, which 

cruised near the Port of Los Angeles in Southern California. 

Members of the Coast Guard's new California-based Maritime Safety and Security 

Team conducted the short-notice maritime response drill, boarding the cutter and 

undertaking a sweep for radiation.  While some members of the team came down onto 

the ship from helicopters, others climbed up ladders from a smaller boat that pulled 

alongside the vessels. According to ABC, Mr Kelly commented: "What they do, they do 

for you. The threat always changes, so we always have to be on top of that.” 

During the visit, Mr Kelly said law enforcement and Coast Guard personnel must 

constantly train and be prepared for any threats, ABC reported. The Homeland 

Security Secretary also said that while he believes there are currently adequate security 

levels at US ports, his agency needs to continue researching new technology to keep 

abreast of changing threats. Mr. Kelly said his biggest concern was contraband, 

including illegal drugs being shipped in from foreign countries. "It is all about 

protecting the nation and doing it as fast as we can so normal legal commerce, normal 

legal people can come in and out of the country and be inconvenienced at the 

minimum," Mr. Kelly said. 

Source: www.portstrategy.com, 27 July 2017 

 

 

US gifts the Philippines with Surveillance Planes to Combat Islamist 
Militants, Pirates 

-Eric Lieberman 

 

The U.S. reportedly gifted the Philippines with two new surveillance planes Thursday 

so the country can combat Islamist militants and piracy. While the aircrafts are valued 

at around $2 million each, the whole bestowal costs $30 million, according to Reuters, 

because it includes intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) tools. 

http://www.portstrategy.com/news101/world/americas/kelly-security-at-us-ports-a-top-priority
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-usa-planes-idUSKBN1AC1S0?il=0
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The surveillance planes were reportedly part of a $425 million agreement called the 

Maritime Security Initiative (MSI) in which the U.S. aims to help Southeast Asian 

countries address security challenges, like the growing presence of ISIS in the region. 

Out of the $49.72 million allotted in 2016 under the MSI, the Philippines were granted 

more than 80 percent, according to Reuters. In return, the Philippines gave the U.S. 

access to its five bases. The U.S. is also expected to endow the Philippines with two 

advanced unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) in the near future in order to reinforce 

their collective offensive campaign. Militants associated with the Islamic State have 

peppered Marawi city on the island of Mindanao with attacks. In fact, fighting has so 

ravaged portions of the town that a local detailed how it has essentially become a war 

zone. (RELATED: ISIS Insurgents Gun Down ‘Belligerent Christians’ In The 

Philippines) “We are not okay here,” a Marawi City resident posted on Facebook in 

May, according to the Inquirer. “There are buildings on fire in the town and we are not 

hearing any fire truck sirens or what. And now lights are out and we are hearing 

gunshots again.” 

ISIS’ specific brand of savagery is on display in the Asia-Pacific nation, as the military 

discovered the bodies of five decapitated civilians in June. Fighters for the radical 

terrorist bloc are also using female hostages as sex slaves. Officials warned that such 

atrocities are expected to continue as Filipino troops try to liberate Marawi. Armed 

forces in the city have been battling extremists affiliated with Islamic separatist 

groups, specifically the ISIS-aligned Maute Group, for multiple months. The military 

recently demanded that the country more assertively curb immigration because of the 

influx of terrorists. 

Source: dailycaller.com, 27 July 2017 

 
 
Why Beijing is speeding up underwater drone tests in the South China 
Sea? 

 

 China is testing large-scale deployment of underwater drones in the South China Sea 

with real-time data transmission technology, a breakthrough that could help reveal 

and track the location of foreign submarines. A government research vessel dropped a 

dozen underwater gliders at an unspecified location in the South China Sea earlier this 

month, Xinhua reported on Saturday. It was the biggest joint operation conducted by 

Chinese unmanned gliders, according to the state news agency, and comes as the US 

vows to step up patrols in the disputed waters. 

http://dailycaller.com/2017/05/23/military-clashes-with-terrorists-as-isis-linked-militants-storm-philippine-city/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/05/23/military-clashes-with-terrorists-as-isis-linked-militants-storm-philippine-city/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/05/23/were-not-okay-here-filipino-city-in-flames-as-battle-rages-with-isis-linked-militants/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/05/23/were-not-okay-here-filipino-city-in-flames-as-battle-rages-with-isis-linked-militants/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/06/08/isis-insurgents-gun-down-belligerent-christians-in-the-philippines/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/06/08/isis-insurgents-gun-down-belligerent-christians-in-the-philippines/
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/898937/were-not-ok-marawi-mayor-residents-confirm-fires-in-city-blackout-gunfire?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_campaign=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#link_time=1495558479
http://dailycaller.com/2017/06/28/military-discovers-the-decapitated-bodies-of-filipino-civilians-butchered-by-isis-militants/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/06/27/isis-fighters-ravaging-southern-philippines-turn-hostages-into-sex-slaves/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/05/29/filipino-forces-eliminating-final-pockets-of-resistance-in-city-overrun-by-isis-linked-militants/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/06/19/military-demands-tougher-immigration-controls-as-terrorists-ravage-filipino-city/
http://dailycaller.com/2017/07/27/us-gifts-the-philippines-with-surveillance-planes-to-combat-islamist-militants-pirates/
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This latest effort by China to speed up and improve collection of deep-sea data in the 

South China Sea for its submarine fleet operation, coincides with US President Donald 

Trump’s reported approval of a plan to give the United States Navy more freedom to 

carry out patrols in the South China Sea – a move analysts say will add to uncertainties 

over Sino-US relations and regional security issues. The plan, submitted to the White 

House in April by US defence secretary Jim Mattis, outlines a full-year schedule of 

when US navy ships will sail through contested waters in the South China Sea, the far-

right Breitbart News website cited a US official as saying on Friday. 

Such a move could be seen as a challenge to China’s maritime claims in the disputed 

waters. Dr Yu Jiancheng, chief scientist of the expedition commissioned by the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences, said the 12 Haiyi (or “Sea Wing”) autonomous 

underwater vehicles would roam for one month and collect detailed information in the 

ocean on a host of topics including temperature, salinity, the cleanness of water, 

oxygen level and the speed and direction of sea currents. “The data is being transmitted 

back to a land-based laboratory in real time,” meaning the information is sent out the 

moment it is collected under the water, Yu was quoted by Xinhua. 

Dr Yin Jingwei, dean of the college of underwater acoustic engineering at Harbin 

Engineering University, said that if the endeavour works as promised, “it is definitely 

a breakthrough”. The university, formerly known as the PLA Military Engineering 

Institute, developed China’s first submarine. Dr Yin was lead scientist in several 

military research projects on underwater communications. “Real-time data 

transmission is extremely difficult for underwater gliders,” he said. 

Drones of this type have been used in the past year on US Navy destroyers to locate 

submarines, according to Western media reports. They are called gliders because they 

use small wings and a buoyancy control mechanism to glide down and up in the water, 

and wave energy to propel themselves forward. These machines can travel long 

distances without needing to recharge their batteries for weeks or even months. 

Equipped with multiple sensors, they not only can monitor the natural environment 

but also can pick up data of interest to military forces, such as the propeller noise or 

magnetic anomaly – meaning the disturbance in the magnetic field – caused by a 

nuclear submarine. And because the glider produces virtually no sound, its existence 

can be unknown to the sub. But American gliding drones have one weakness, 

according to Dr Yin. “They can transmit data to a mother vessel or satellite, but only 

when they come up to the surface,” he said. This limitation can cause a time lag and 

discontinuity in the data stream, which can affect a military operation such as 
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submarine tracking. Although it would be surprising if China solved the problem 

ahead of the US, “I cannot rule out the possibility,” Dr Yin said. 

In January, China said it had built a deep-sea communications network in the western 

Pacific Ocean. The system allows sensors operating more than 400 metres below the 

surface to continuously transmit data to satellites through a grid of solar-powered 

buoys. Underwater data transmission can be carried out via cable or wirelessly by 

sound. The Xinhua report did not say how communications among the gliders was 

achieved, or how far apart the drones were from one another. Having effective 

communication among the gliders is important as it allows them to exchange location 

information that is vital for planning their movements in a region and avoiding 

collisions and other accidents. “I think it could be very hard for them to spread out 

over a long distance,” Dr Yin said. “If they do, each must carry a powerful data 

transmission device. It will take the underwater communication technology to its 

limit.” Radio waves cannot travel in water. Long-distance underwater communication, 

therefore, relies almost exclusively on sound waves. But sound travels slowly, and can 

carry only a small amount of information. Professor Zhu Min, a researcher with the 

Institute of Acoustics at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, who developed a long 

distance communication system for the Jiaolong, China’s most powerful operating 

submersible capable than can take three people down to a depth of 7,000 metres, said 

that in water, sound travels hundreds of times slower than electromagnetic waves can 

in the air. And radio waves can be sent out over high-frequency bandwidths to transmit 

an enormous amount of data, often in megabits or gigabits per second.That large 

volume of data can be reduced to a few kilobits once in water. “The fastest sound 

communication in water is slower than the dial-up modem in the earliest days of the 

Internet,” he said. The small battery that gliders usually carry has limited power for 

long-distance data transmission, Prof Zhu said. Because there is no satellite navigation 

system such as the Global Positioning System (GPS) or Beidou under the ocean, gliders 

need different technology to determine and inform one another of their whereabouts. 

These technological challenges make massive deployment and coordination of 

underwater gliders very difficult, he said. 

Thus, the Chinese underwater glider group must operate with tactics and strategy 

“quite different” from those of the large scale drone operation in the sky, according to 

the researchers. “The underwater operation may give each glider more freedom to 

determine its own action due to the limited communication within the group,” Prof 

Zhu said. “This means the individual unit needs to be equipped with a smarter brain 

to deal with various situations.” Dr Yin said that in the air, a large number of drones 
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could be deployed to search for and zero in on one specific target. But in the water, the 

gliders more likely would be sent out to survey and monitor random targets within a 

region. “These are different kind of approaches requiring different kind of strategic 

thinking,” he said.  

Source: www.todayonline.com, 26 July 2017 

 

Taking China’s Maritime threats Seriously   

 

-Phillip Orchard 

For much of the past year, China has taken a somewhat softer approach to the South 

China Sea dispute in an effort to draw in Southeast Asian states. For example, it has 

opened lucrative fishing waters to foreign fleets and pledged progress on a code of 

conduct in the disputed waters. But this tactic was always underpinned by the 

yawning gap in maritime capabilities between China and its neighbors. Two 

developments this week merely exposed this reality, underscoring not only why 

China is likely to get its way on most issues in the South China Sea, but also why the 

success of its broader strategy remains in doubt. 

On July 24, the BBC reported that Vietnam recently pulled the plug on a drilling 

operation in disputed waters off its southern coast because of Chinese pressure. 

According to the report, Hanoi told the company carrying out the drilling, a 

subsidiary of Spanish firm Repsol, that Beijing had threatened to attack Vietnamese 

bases in the Spratly Islands if the operation continued. (A second source has since 

confirmed the report, though Vietnam has not officially addressed the matter.) Just 

days earlier, the Repsol subsidiary had reportedly confirmed the existence of a major 

natural gas play in the block, which is located on the southwest fringe of China’s 

desired maritime boundary, delineated by the so-called nine-dash line. 

The same day, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte announced that the Philippines 

and China are in talks to jointly develop oil and natural gas around Reed Bank, a 

contested area well within the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone where drilling 

has been suspended since 2014. (Under international law, the Philippines has sole 

rights to seabed resources in these waters.) The announcement walks back earlier 

comments, when officials from the Philippine Department of Energy said the 

http://www.todayonline.com/chinaindia/china/why-beijing-speeding-underwater-drone-tests-south-china-sea
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/southeast-asia-sum-parts/
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/southeast-asia-sum-parts/
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Philippines may reopen bidding to foreign companies by the end of the year to drill 

in the disputed waters – suggesting that Manila may be willing to sidestep Beijing, 

as it did prior to 2014. Duterte also reaffirmed an earlier claim that Chinese 

President Xi Jinping had threatened war when Duterte stated his intention for the 

Philippines to resume drilling unilaterally. Philippine Foreign Minister Alan Peter 

Cayetano confirmed the president’s announcement on joint drilling with China the 

following day during a press conference with his visiting Chinese counterpart, Wang 

Yi. 

Joint Development, Under Duress 

At this point, how far the Chinese were willing to go militarily in either case is 

unclear. Chinese threats regarding resource extraction in parts of the South China 

Sea are nothing new. The Chinese have a long history of small-scale coercive actions 

in the waters, typically involving harassment from their rapidly expanding coast 

guard or their fishing militias. We can assume that both the Philippines and Vietnam 

would have considered such risks acceptable before moving forward. And if both 

have indeed changed course, it would suggest that they think China is more willing 

to resort to force to stop the drilling than may have been expected. 

Manila and Hanoi are both eager to find a way to access their oil and gas reserves 

without the Chinese. Both countries need the energy resources, and neither is 

inclined to delay drilling until the interminable process of resolving their territorial 

disputes with China fully plays out. Vietnam, for example, is set to become a net 

importer of crude oil in two years, while its natural gas consumption is expected to 

increase by some 60 percent over the next decade. In addition to the Repsol project, 

Vietnam recently launched a joint venture with Exxon Mobil and renewed an oil 

lease with Indian oil firm ONGC Videsh – both in blocks overlapping China’s nine-

dash line. In the Philippines, meanwhile, Reed Bank is needed to replace the 

primary source currently feeding Luzon’s energy needs, the Matamata field, which 

is expected to run out of natural gas by the middle of the next decade.  

Both countries also face considerable political and economic risks of capitulating to 

Chinese pressure on oil and gas development. In the case of Vietnam, for example, 

Repsol had already reportedly poured some $300 million into the project. If the 

project is indeed stopped, and not merely suspended, the decision could drive away 

international oil companies in the future over concerns about the above-ground risk 

in the disputed waters. Moreover, Hanoi is wary of having nationalist political forces 
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push it into an unwanted confrontation with Beijing. Fresh on Hanoi’s mind is  the 

2014 standoff over a deep-sea oil rig that China moved into Vietnamese waters 

– sparking violent protests and minor skirmishes at sea and destabilizing the 

political landscape at senior levels in Hanoi. 

In the Philippines, meanwhile, Reed Bank has long been a point of contention with 

China, which has been pushing for joint exploration since the mid-1980s. In 2003, 

the Philippines abruptly broke ranks with the rest of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations to launch a joint seismic exploration venture with China’s CNOOC, 

eventually pulling a reluctant Vietnam on board. To the extent that the goal was to 

put aside the sovereignty dispute and conduct seismic exploration while sharing the 

cost burden, the initiative was basically successful, and it could provide a template 

for another try at joint development. 

But any attempt at joint development with the Chinese will face legal and political 

hurdles. Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice Antonio Carpio, a regular Duterte 

foil, warned that the Philippine Constitution bars any state-state agreements on 

drilling in the Philippines’ EEZ. Compliance with the charter will depend on the 

language of whatever arrangement is reached, but it may be difficult for Manila and 

Beijing to strike a deal without implicitly ceding ground on the sovereignty question. 

Much of the Philippine defense establishment already opposes joint development 

with China on principle. And public support would sour if it comes to be portrayed 

as the political and business elite selling out Philippine sovereignty to the 

neighborhood bully for personal gain. The 2003 deal, for example, fell apart by 2008 

amid widespread corruption allegations, including some related to Chinese 

investments in the country, that had been plaguing Philippine President Gloria 

Macapagal Arroyo for years. 

It’s Not About the Oil 

China is acting with much broader geopolitical imperatives in mind. For China, it’s 

not about the oil, or any of the known seabed resources in the waters, for that matter. 

(Securing access to rich fishing grounds is an imperative for China, but it is only a 

secondary concern.) Rather, for China, it’s primarily about pushing outward to 

create a buffer that shields its internal vulnerabilities and secures access to its vital 

seaborne trade routes south to the Indian Ocean basin and west toward North 

America. 
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China’s territorial claims in the South China Sea, encompassing some 1.4 million 

square miles (3.6 million square kilometers), are intentionally vague on the fringes, 

ostensibly leaving Beijing room to push and prod where it sees fit. But attempts at 

resource extraction tend to bring China’s claims into starker relief. Allowing 

Vietnam or the Philippines to extract mineral resources even on the very fringes of 

the nine-dash line, several hundred miles from the Chinese mainland, would 

amount to effective recognition of their sovereignty over the waters. If the 

Philippines and Vietnam are going to drill, from China’s perspective, they can do so 

only in a way that does not invalidate China’s territorial claims. Better still would be 

for these countries to undertake joint ventures, framing China as a source of 

prosperity and progress for the region while giving Beijing yet another point of 

leverage for use in service of its broader aims. 

This strategy helps cement China’s dominance in its backyard and prevent regional 

states from disrupting efforts at bolstering its defenses in its near abroad, such as 

its militarized man-made islands in contested waters with the Philippines and 

Vietnam. It also underscores the limits of U.S. naval superiority, as the U.S. is 

reluctant to wade into minor disputes. And if Beijing succeeds in forging a joint 

development agreement with Manila, it would mark a breakthrough, if a mostly 

symbolic one, in Beijing’s ability to navigate nationalist impulses in the region 

(while keeping its own in check) enough to get adversaries to engage on its terms.  

The Bigger Picture 

But it doesn’t automatically address China’s broader geopolitical imperatives. 

China’s only viable strategy to ensure access to the Pacific is to reach a political 

accommodation with one of the nation-states that make up what’s known as the first 

island chain, the archipelago stretching from Indonesia to Japan. China would need 

to be certain that this state wouldn’t side with an outside naval power in a major 

conflict. Beijing’s best bet is the Philippines. 

If a lasting political accommodation is the goal, then China’s apparent willingness 

to resort to military force on issues its neighbors hold dear like drilling may seem 

counterintuitive. But hard power is working for Beijing, particularly in the small 

doses that assert its local superiority without dragging the U.S. into the fray. After 

all, despite the international backlash against China’s militarization of the Spratlys, 

and despite last year’s international arbitration ruling that invalidated China’s 

sweeping territorial claims in the region, China’s position in its near abroad has only 

https://geopoliticalfutures.com/chinese-military-installations-south-china-sea/
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strengthened. It has received no meaningful pushback to the island building, and 

littoral states are increasingly divided and negotiating on Beijing’s terms.  

Beijing is betting that its overwhelming superiority compared to weaker Southeast 

Asian states will diminish the appetite for confrontation among its southern 

neighbors and turn their attention toward the tangible benefits of cooperation. A lot 

of people are getting rich off Chinese investments in the Philippines and Vietnam, 

and a lot of them have considerable influence in their capitals. In other words, China 

is using force to declare the rules of the game, and using economic tools to make its 

neighbors more willing to play. 

The drawback, of course, is that there is a cost to perpetual coercion, particularly 

when the other states have the option of partnering with stronger outside powers. 

And Chinese pressure will inevitably compel Southeast Asian states to keep the 

United States and allies like Japan no further than an arm’s length away. The 2015 

agreement allowing the U.S. rotational access to Philippine military bases is a case 

in point. Duterte’s framing of his concession on joint development with Beijing as 

being done under threat of war may reduce the possibility of a nationalist backlash 

against him in the Philippines, but it also makes the Philippine public more 

distrustful of the Chinese and more likely to support a stronger alliance with the 

West. It hardly fits Wang Yi’s June 25 depiction of China as the Philippines’ “good 

brother.” 

Thus, routinely flexing its muscles in its near abroad is in many ways Beijing’s only 

choice. Any political accommodation with Manila would be fluid and subject to 

shifts in Philippine political moods, and expelling the United States from the region 

is a long-term project, at best. China cannot outsource the task of securing its 

backyard to its neighbors, nor trust that they will reject all other suitors. So China is 

building out its buffer bit by bit, in part by demonstrating a willingness to go to the 

mat over issues large or small. 

Source: geopoliticalfutures.com, 27 July 2017 
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New study warns Aircraft Carriers may be obsolete 

-Michael Peck 

Inexpensive Russian and Chinese weapons, such as cyberwar and antiship missiles, 

threaten the West’s reliance on expensive arms such as aircraft carriers. “China and 

Russia appear to have focused many (but not all) their efforts on being able to put at 

risk the key Western assets that are large, few in number and expensive,” reads a recent 

study by the Royal United Services Institute, a British military think tank. “Western 

governments have become acutely aware of the problems of this financial imbalance 

in the counterinsurgency context, when they found themselves using weapons costing 

$70,000, sometimes fired from aircraft that cost $30,000 an hour to fly, to destroy a 

Toyota pick-up vehicle that might be optimistically valued at $10,000,” the report 

went on. “Missiles costing (much) less than half a million pounds [$642,000] a unit 

could at least disable a British aircraft carrier that costs more than £3 billion [$3.9 

billion]. Indeed, a salvo of ten such missiles would cost less than $5 million.” The 

British report is in response to America’s Third Offset Strategy, the Pentagon’s search 

for ways to maintain U.S. military superiority amid the rise of asymmetric warfare. 

The ability of a missile or a computer virus to destroy or disable expensive Cold War–

era weapons like aircraft carriers or tanks, or the satellites and computer networks that 

support them, has left U.S. planners grappling with how to devise new capabilities 

while rendering older weapons less vulnerable. 

But what makes the RUSI report particularly interesting is the nation that authored it. 

With one-twelfth the defense budget of the United States, Britain can’t afford to lavish 

money on numerous projects like their cousins across the pond do. So, by necessity, 

the British study offers a particularly clear-eyed view of the situation. For example, 

RUSI points out that the current situation should come as no surprise. The United 

States fielded stealth aircraft and cruise missiles more than twenty-five years ago. “It 

would be naive to expect that Russia and China are not where leading NATO states 

were three decades ago.” Nor can the West count on technological superiority. 

American and British armed forces are configured to fight overseas, in expeditionary 

forces or in support of or allies. In contrast, Russia and China have chosen to focus on 

https://rusi.org/defence-innovation-2017
https://rusi.org/defence-innovation-2017
http://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2016/02/16/what_is_the_third_offset_strategy_109034.html
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fighting near their home borders, such as eastern Europe or the South China Sea. 

“Thus, although the US spends much more on defence technology development than 

its potential adversaries, its better technology does not necessarily translate to 

proportionate military advantage in a specific theatre,” RUSI notes. The RUSI study 

suggests that Britain—and implicitly the United States—adopt a four-pronged 

approach it calls Tolerate, Treat, Transform and Terminate. The first three refer to 

maintaining the capability of current weapons, upgrading current weapons to meet 

future threats and developing entirely new technologies. 

However, the last option—what RUSI calls Terminate—is the most explosive. It 

essentially means getting rid of weapons that can no longer perform effectively in 

combat, yet can’t or are too expensive to upgrade. “The judgement here will be whether 

it is the most cost-effective means to deliver that effect, or whether a less sophisticated 

capability might be more appropriate,” RUSI says. “Second, while desirable, the 

capability could be rapidly reconstituted should the need arise.” The RUSI report 

carefully refrains from naming specific weapons that might need to be eliminated. But 

given the study’s conclusion that Russian and Chinese weapons now threaten Western 

reliance on a small number of sophisticated and irreplaceable platforms, the large 

aircraft carriers beloved by the U.S. Navy would seem to be at the top of the list. 

This option “is understandably the most difficult, requiring an alignment of 

stakeholder interests and decisive action,” RUSI admits. It’s also easier for Britain than 

the United States: the British are unlikely to confront an adversary such as Russia or 

China alone, without Western and especially U.S. forces that can provide capabilities 

that Britain can’t. It’s the Americans who need to be able to provide the muscle and 

the lift. 

Nonetheless, perhaps it takes a former great power like Britain, fading gracefully from 

center stage in the global arena, to admit reality. 

Source: nationalinterest.org,16 July 2017 
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Government initiates process to acquire six new submarines for Indian 

Navy 

The Ministry of Defence has initiated the much-awaited process to acquire six new 

submarines for the Indian Navy, which is struggling to empower its depleting 

underwater capability. 

In this regard, the Ministry has issued the Request For Information (RFI) to global 

manufacturers under Project-75I and it will be the first project to be initiated under 

the recently approved Strategic Partnership (SP) model intended to promote private 

sector participation in defence manufacturing. 

According to a Navy official, the strength of the Indian Navy's submarines has 

dwindled from a total of 21 submarines in the 1980s to 13 conventional submarines, 

including the indigenous Arihant-class nuclear submarine and one Russian Akula-

class submarine operating on lease. While China, in comparison, has a strength of 

65 subs, which "is a matter of concern". The deal for six submarines under P-75I, to 

be manufactured by an Indian private partner is expected to cost around Rs 50,000 

crore to the Indian navy as submarines under this project will be more advanced 

and lethal than the Scorpene submarines being built by Mazagon Docks Limited 

(MDL) in Mumbai. New submarines would be equipped with Air Independent 

Propulsion (AIP) modules that would greatly enhance the reach and stealth 

characteristics of the submarine. 

According to official sources, the RFI was issued to Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and 

Kawasaki Heavy Industries of Japan, Naval Group (formerly DCNS) of France, 

Navantia of Spain, Rosoboronexport Rubin Design Bureau of Russia, Saab of 

Sweden and ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems of Germany. And under the Strategic 

Partnership model, the user will shortlist the Original Equipment Manufacture 

through the normal selection process while the Indian strategic partner would 

shortlisted by the Government in a parallel process. And the expected contenders 

for the deal are Larsen & Tourbo (L&T) and Reliance Defence and Engineering 

Limited (RDEL) which have their own shipyards. 

Source:www.newindianexpress.com, 20 July 2017 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/jul/20/government-initiates-process-to-acquire-six-new-submarines-for-indian-navy-1631331.html
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U.S. Navy to commission first 'Ford-class' carrier on July 22 

The U.S. Department of Defense said the Navy will commission its first "Ford-class" 

aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R. Ford, on Saturday at its base in Norfolk, Virginia - 

three years behind schedule and billions over budget. U.S. President Donald Trump 

will deliver the principal address at Naval Station Norfolk, the DoD said in a statement. 

(http://bit.ly/2tuInzU) 

Trump said in March that the newest generation of Ford-class carriers - the most 

expensive warships ever built - will remain the centerpiece of projecting American 

power abroad. He has vowed to expand the number of carriers the United States fields 

from 10 to 12.The new carrier is the lead ship of the Ford-class of "super -carriers", the 

first new class in more than 40 years, and will replace the current Nimitz-class carriers. 

The Navy also said it would spend $43 billion in total to build the first three ships in 

the class, including the USS John F. Kennedy and the USS Enterprise. The warships 

are being built by Huntington Ingalls Industries Inc. 

Source: www.yahoo.com, 21 July 2017 

 

Britain's new aircraft carriers to test Beijing in South China Sea 

Boris Johnson has committed the UK’s two brand new aircraft carriers to freedom of 

navigation exercises in the fiercely contested waters of the South China Sea. In a 

pointed declaration aimed squarely at China, whose island-building and militarisation 

in the sea has unnerved western powers, the British foreign secretary said that when 

the ships came into service they would be sent to the Asia-Pacific region as one of their 

first assignments. “One of the first things we will do with the two new colossal aircraft 

carriers that we have just built is send them on a freedom of navigation operation to 

this area,” Johnson said in Sydney on Thursday, “to vindicate our belief in the rules-

based international system and in the freedom of navigation through those waterways 

which are absolutely vital for world trade.” 

He later reiterated the point in a speech – only to confuse listeners by adding in a Q&A: 

“We haven’t yet quite decided to do that … but they are coming.” The South China Sea 

is one of the busiest commercial sea routes in the world, carrying $5tn worth of trade 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/u-navy-commission-first-ford-class-carrier-july-212542120--finance.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/south-china-sea
https://www.theguardian.com/world/china
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a year. China claims it enjoys exclusive control over a massive portion of the sea – 

within the so-called nine-dash line – based on ancient rights marked in 600-year-old 

mariners’ books. 

In dispute with four neighbouring countries, China has claimed sovereignty over 

islands in international waters in the sea, and built up sandbars and atolls into usable 

land. Several key islands have been populated and militarised with airfields, weapons 

systems and ports. Last year the permanent court of arbitration in The Hague ruled 

there was no legal basis for China’s historic claim, a decision China has furiously 

rejected. Sending Britain’s newest and most expensive ships to the region to carry out 

manoeuvres similar to those conducted by the US navy could be seen by Beijing as 

provocative. At 280 metres and 65,000 tonnes, the UK’s newest aircraft carrier, HMS 

Queen Elizabeth, is the largest ship ever built for the Royal Navy. It is undergoing its 

maiden sea trials off the coast of Scotland and is expected to be accepted by the navy 

towards the end of the year. The second ship in the class, HMS Prince of Wales, is 

being fitted out in the Rosyth dock and will be officially named in September. 

Speaking in Sydney after discussions with his Australian counterpart, Julie Bishop, 

Johnson said the UK and Australia had reaffirmed “our shared dedication to the rules-

based international system that has been the guarantor of stability and, of course, also 

of prosperity for the last 70 years.” He added: “In a volatile and unpredictable world it 

is more important than ever to nurture the friendships that we know best and that 

matter to us the most and with people we trust the most.” Bishop said the ministers 

had discussed the South China Sea as one of the pressing “challenges” of the Asia-

Pacific region. “We had a long discussion about the Pacific and the opportunities for 

deeper British engagement in our part of the world … we also see the United Kingdom 

as being a natural partner with us in the development and security of the Pacific,” she 

said. 

In a speech in Sydney later in front of hundreds of politicians and businesspeople, 

Johnson reiterated the pledge to send the carriers. “If you look at those vessels – you 

will see that they are not only longer than the entire Palace of Westminster but, I think 

you will agree, they are more persuasive than most of the arguments deployed in the 

House of Commons,” he said. “And we pledge to do this [send the carriers] not because 

we have enemies in the region … but because we believe in upholding the rule of law.” 

However, within minutes of the speech he appeared to sow some confusion over his 

promise. In a question-and-answer session he said: “We haven’t yet quite decided to 

https://pcacases.com/web/view/7
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/13/china-damns-international-court-after-south-china-sea-slapdown
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/13/china-damns-international-court-after-south-china-sea-slapdown
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/03/serious-military-provocation-china-angered-by-us-presence-in-south-china-sea
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/royal-navy
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do that. OK?” He went on: “I don’t want you to to go out and start scanning the 

horizons. But they are coming, they are coming. Don’t expect them tomorrow.” The 

dialogue between the UK’s foreign and defence secretaries and Australia’s foreign and 

defence ministers – awkwardly appellated Aukmin – focused heavily on matters of 

security, intelligence and counter-terrorism. Australia and the UK will strengthen 

arrangements to share classified information on defence, security and counter-

terrorism operations and look to conduct cooperative military activities in the Asia-

Pacific region. The two countries will also discuss – based on the UK’s Operation 

Tempera and legislation proposed this month in Australia – the deployment of soldiers 

in domestic counter-terrorism operations. The two countries will co-chair an 

international workshop on human trafficking and modern slavery, to be held at 

Australia House in London, in preparation for UN consultations on a global migration 

compact. The ministerial dialogue also discussed trade, particularly the beginnings of 

a free trade agreement between Australia and the UK, to be struck after the UK 

engineers its exit from the European Union. Australia will sign a free trade agreement 

first with Europe, then with the UK. Johnson said he expected, in negotiating a UK-

Australia free trade deal, significant pressure to agree to a relaxing of visa conditions 

for Australians travelling to and working in the UK. “I certainly support an open and 

generous regime in favour of our Australian friends being able to come, and our 

European friends, why not? Provided we control it,” he said. Asked whether Australian 

wine might become cheaper in the UK as a result of a free trade deal, Johnson said it 

was a “cruel deprivation of the Australian people” that a tariff was imposed on Scotch 

whisky by Australia.  He said Australian wine was “delicious” and there were no tariffs 

on the importation of Bundaberg rum into the UK. 

Source: www.theguardian.com, 27 July 2017 

 

India is shopping for submarines as China extends its reach into the 
Indian Ocean  

- Christopher Woody 

India has contacted six foreign shipyards with a formal request for information about 

building six nonnuclear submarines. The request comes as part of Project 75I, a 

program worth over $12 billion, according to Defense News.  

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jul/27/britains-new-aircraft-carriers-to-test-beijing-in-south-china-sea
http://www.businessinsider.in/author_articles_all.cms?query=%22Christopher%20Woody%22&author=Christopher%20Woody
http://www.defensenews.com/naval/2017/07/26/indian-navy-formally-launches-submarine-acquisition-program/
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New Delhi asked shipyards in Russia, France, Japan, and Germany, among others, for 

information about six submarines equipped with air-independent-propulsion 

systems, which allow nonnuclear subs to operate without access to atmospheric 

oxygen, replacing or augmenting diesel-electric systems. 

New Delhi is seeking "a proven, effective, state-of-the-art, electric heavyweight 

torpedo; a land attack missile, and perhaps even an underwater-to-air missile against 

enemy helicopters and mines," Anil Jai Singh, a retired Indian navy commodore and 

defense analyst, told Defense News. Once a response is received from interested 

shipyards, India will issue a formal request for proposal, then put three or four of the 

shipyards on a shortlist. It will be a multiyear process, in part because of New Delhi's 

Strategic Partner policy, under which a foreign shipyard will be paired with a domestic 

one in order to compete for the contract. 

One contractor told Defense News that the strategic-partner selection should be done 

by 2019. Another analyst and retired Indian navy officer said it could be "a good seven 

to eight years after a deal is signed" before the first sub build under the P75I program 

hits the water.  

India's interest in submarines comes as China's growth has increased traffic in the 

Indian Ocean and through the narrow Malacca Strait connecting it to the waters of 

East Asia, both above and below the water. India has been tracking Chinese 

submarines entering the Indian Ocean since 2013, and a 2015 US Defense Department 

report confirmed that Chinese attack and missile submarines were operating there. 

China has framed its activity in the Indian Ocean and along the African coast as 

focused on non-military operations, including humanitarian aid, emergency missions, 

and anti-piracy patrols. Indeed, the 550-mile-long Malacca Strait, bordered by 

Indonesia's and Malaysia's jungle shorelines, has become a hotspot for pirates eyeing 

the 50,000 ships that pass through it each year. But that activity - coupled with 

Beijing's growing economic activity in the Africa as well as the numerous facilities and 

alliances it has established along the coast of South Asia - have made India and others 

wary.  "The pretext is anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden," an Indian defense source 

told The Times of India in May. "But what role can submarines play against pirates 

and their dhows?" India has already posted warships near the Malacca Strait to 

monitor maritime activity and has US-made P-8I Poseidon surveillance planes 

stationed on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, an archipelago northwest of the 

Malacca Strait where India plans to expand its security presence.  

http://www.defensenews.com/naval/2017/07/26/indian-navy-formally-launches-submarine-acquisition-program
http://www.defensenews.com/naval/2017/07/26/indian-navy-formally-launches-submarine-acquisition-program
http://www.businessinsider.com/china-troops-to-overseas-base-operational-security-concerns-for-us-2017-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/china-troops-to-overseas-base-operational-security-concerns-for-us-2017-7
https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-03-27/world-has-new-piracy-hotspot
http://www.businessinsider.com/china-troops-to-overseas-base-operational-security-concerns-for-us-2017-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/china-troops-to-overseas-base-operational-security-concerns-for-us-2017-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/pentagon-report-on-china-military-base-expansion-2017-6
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The US has agreed to sell New Delhi surveillance drones that could be paired with the 

Poseidons and used to track Chinese maritime movements in the area - including those 

of submarines. It is also working to build radar stations on islands in the Indian Ocean 

and an "undersea wall" of sensors between southern India and northern Indonesia.  

China, which is heavily reliant on imported fuel, got about 80% of its oil imports and 

11% of natural-gas imports from ships transiting the Malacca Strait. The Tribune of 

India reported in June that India's activity around the strait was "part of the target 

given to the Navy to ensure its dominance in the Indian Ocean by 2020."  India's 

growing focus on submarines and submarine warfare was underscored during the 

Malabar 2017 naval exercises , conducted with the US and Japan in mid-July. Anti-

submarine warfare was one of the exercise's components.  

New Delhi's increasing focus on its southern approaches and the broader Indian Ocean 

come in contrast to centuries of attention paid to security threats at and around its 

northern boundaries (India and China are currently embroiled in a dispute over 

territory on the China-Bhutan border.)  "This is a tectonic shift in India's security 

calculus, that it has to protect its southern flank," Brahma Chellaney, a professor of 

strategic studies at the Center for Policy Research, told The New York Times.  China - 

which recently dispatched troops to its first overseas base in Djibouti, sent warships to 

naval exercises with Russia in the Baltic Sea, and deployed a surveillance ship to 

observe US-Australia naval drills - has reacted to developments in the region with 

dismay.  

An editorial published this month in the state-run newspaper China Daily said Beijing 

is the one "that should feel 'security concerns,' given the importance of the Indian 

Ocean for its trade and oil imports."  

Source: www.businessinsider.in, 27 July 2017 

 

India, Bangladesh Coast Guards begin two-day exercise 

In a bid to enhance maritime security and bolster search and rescue operations, Coast 

Guards of India and Bangladesh on Tuesday began a two-day drill in the Bay of Bengal.  

The naval mass rescue exercise aims at increasing the proficiency of both Coast Guards 

in taking up challenges of search and rescue operations in adverse conditions. “The 

Bay of Bengal is a hot spot of maritime trade and ships of both countries are at risk. A 

http://www.businessinsider.com/malabar-2017-photos-of-us-india-and-japan-war-games-in-indian-ocean-2017-7/#indian-air-and-naval-forces-were-already-posted-at-the-andaman-and-nicobar-islands-and-new-dehli-is-looking-to-expand-security-infrastructure-there-the-us-has-also-agreed-to-sell-surveillance-drones-to-india-which-may-also-be-deployed-to-the-area-4
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/indian-navy-looks-to-dominate-malacca-straits/421162.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/malabar-2017-photos-of-us-india-and-japan-war-games-in-indian-ocean-2017-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/malabar-2017-photos-of-us-india-and-japan-war-games-in-indian-ocean-2017-7
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strong search and rescue set-up is the need of the hour,” said Kuldip Singh Sheoran, 

Indian Coast Guard Regional Commander (North East), here. Dubbing the sea 

operations a “complex mechanism” involving many stakeholders and foreign nations, 

the commander said the exercise aims to give the Coast Guard men a real feel of the 

challenges involved. Commander Mohammad Radwan and Lt. Commander 

Fariduzzaman from the Bangladesh Coast Guard said people along coastal regions of 

both the countries would benefit from increased security patrolling and rescue 

operations once the Standard Operating Procedures are established between India and 

Bangladesh. During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Bangladesh in 2015, a 

memorandum of understanding was signed between the two Coast Guards for setting 

up collaborative relationship to combat transnational illegal activities at sea and 

development of regional cooperation between the forces. The Indian Coast Guard 

rescued 33 Bangladeshi residents found adrift at sea over 100 miles from Chittagong 

coast during Cyclone Mora in Bangladesh in May. 

Source: www.canindia.com, 25 July 2017 

 

Malabar 2017: Does India have a friend in the Japanese Navy?  

- Dr. Rupakjyoti Borah 

The recent participation of Japanese warships JS Izumo and JS Sazanami in the 

trilateral Malabar 2017 naval exercises (along with the Indian and US navies) marks 

the beginning of a new phase in Japan’s maritime power projection. It was the first 

time that the JS Izumo participated in an exercise with foreign navies. Japan became 

a permanent member of the Malabar exercises in 2015, though its original involvement 

can be traced back to 2007. Incidentally, the Malabar naval exercises have been taking 

place since 1992 as bilateral exercises between India and the United States. 

The 24000-ton JS Izumo had been sent out on its maiden deployment to Singapore, 

the Philippines, and Indonesia before joining the India-US-Japan Malabar naval 

exercises, held in the Bay of Bengal. Thereafter, the JS Izumo and the JS Sazanami 

have also visited Sri Lanka. 

So, what does Malabar 2017 mean for Japan? 

http://www.canindia.com/india-bangladesh-coast-guards-begin-two-day-exercise/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/author/drrupakjyotiborah/
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Firstly, the exercises come against the backdrop of China’s increasingly aggressive 

actions around Japanese territorial waters, especially around the Senkaku Islands. In 

a sign of this increasing brazenness, after a recent flight of PLAAF bombers through 

the Miyako Strait, Beijing advised Tokyo that “they will feel better after getting used to 

such drills.” In addition, recently, and on many occasions, North Korean missiles have 

landed within Japanese territorial waters. 

Secondly, this also means that the cooperation between Japan and India in the 

maritime arena is slated for a quantum leap. It was in August 2007, during the first 

term of the PM Shinzo Abe, when the prime minister outlined that “the Pacific and 

Indian Oceans are now bringing about a dynamic coupling as seas of freedom and 

prosperity” in his landmark speech before the Indian Parliament, titled “Confluence of 

the two Seas.” Since then, the situation in the region has changed significantly and the 

term Indo-Pacific is gaining increasing currency. 

Thirdly, the Japanese Self-Defence Forces already have a base in Djibouti and India’s 

location would be key to logistically supporting the base. Apart from this, Japan and 

India are also negotiating for the supply of Japan-made US-2 maritime reconnaissance 

aircraft to India, thereby opening up a whole new area of cooperation between the two 

countries. 

Fourthly, India’s growing ties with the U.S. have also contributed to the improvement 

in India-Japan ties, especially given the fact that Japan and the U.S. are close allies. At 

the same time, given that India is increasingly buying US-made weaponry, there is 

increasing interoperability between the armed forces of the three countries. For 

example, India now operates US-made P8I maritime patrol aircraft. 

Fifthly, for Japan too, freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific region is key to 

maintaining the health of its economy. Prime Minister’s Abe’s “Free and Open Indo-

Pacific Strategy” is in sync with India’s strategy of keeping its primacy intact in the 

Indian Ocean region.  It is worth mentioning here that the first batch of Chinese 

soldiers have recently set sail to set up Beijing’s first military base overseas, in Djibouti, 

which may house up to 10, 000 soldiers. In addition, China’s so-called “string of 

pearls” strategy of helping set up ports in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh – all in 

India’s immediate neighbourhood – has also raised concerns in India. 

When PM Modi and PM Abe met for their annual bilateral summit in November 2016, 

they “reiterated their commitment to respecting freedom of navigation and overflight, 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/tag/string-of-pearls/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/tag/string-of-pearls/
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and unimpeded lawful commerce, based on the principles of international law, as 

reflected notably in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),” 

in a not-so-veiled reference to China’s assertive actions, especially with regards to the 

South China Sea dispute. 

Japan and India have been getting increasingly closer in other areas too. Recently, the 

“India-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy” 

entered into force. This marks a giant step, especially for Japan, which is the only 

country to have suffered from atomic bombings. The fact that New Delhi is not a 

signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehensive Test 

Ban Treaty (CTBT) only goes to show the extra mile that Tokyo has walked in order to 

make this deal possible. 

The Malabar exercises have already set the stage for the visit of the Japanese PM to 

India sometime in September of this year. During the proposed visit of PM Abe to 

India, there are also chances of a maritime security pact being signed between India 

and Japan. It is therefore obvious that Japan and India’s joint participation in the 

Malabar 2017 naval exercises (along with the U.S.) can only be seen as a harbinger of 

bigger things to come in the arena of maritime cooperation. 

Source: www.geopoliticalmonitor.com, 27 July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/tag/south-china-sea-dispute/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/tag/nuclear-energy/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/malabar-2017-does-india-have-a-friend-in-the-japanese-navy/
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‘Illegal map used to clear port plan in Ennore creek’ 

The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone Management Authority (TNSCZMA) has used a 

fraudulent CRZ map to facilitate industrial activity in Ennore creek, allege activists. 

“Using this map, the TNSCZMA has diverted around 1,000 acres in the creek to 

facilitate a proposal by Kamarajar Port Ltd,” said Pooja Kumar from Coastal 

Resource Centre, referring to RTI responses received from the Department of 

Environment, Tamil Nadu, and the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate 

Change, New Delhi on June 22. 

On the allegation of using the wrong map, the member secretary, TNSCZMA, H 

Malleshappa said through the RTI response that he had furnished a map that was 

‘revised and approved by Government of India in 1997.’Malleshappa’s response 

referred to a letter in 1997, in which the Government of India had permitted the TN 

government to revise the boundaries of Ennore creek, based on a survey by the Naval 

Hydrographer. He was, however, unavailable for comments despite repeated calls.  

A subsequent RTI response from the Department of Environment dated July 20, 

however, exposed that the Department did not approach the Chief Hydrographer to 

demarcate the backwater areas. “In 1997, the Department of Environment did not 

approach the Chief Hydrographer to demarcate the backwater areas,” the response 

said. Further it revealed that subsequent to the letter dated 30.9.1997, no 

modification has been done. 

Environmentalist Nityanand Jayarman from Save Ennore Creek Campaign said, 

“The RTI revealed that Malleshappa’s claim that 1997 map had replaced the 1996 

map showing the creek as a protected zone was false.”Kamarajar Port Ltd,  however, 

denied using either of the maps. “We use an IRS map given by Anna University in 

2011,” said a top representative of the port. This map, however, did not match with 

the Government of India-approved map from 1996. 
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Nityanand added, “The illegal approvals given for encroachments within the creek 

by the SCZMA puts nearly 1 million people at risk for disastrous flooding. The 

campaign will pursue criminal prosecution of the officials involved in the fraud.”  

The matter has been brought to the notice of the Environment Secretary, the Chief 

Secretary and the State Disaster Management Authority by Coastal Resource Centre.  

Already 1,090 acres of the 6,500-acre creek have been encroached upon. An 

additional 300 acres have been degraded by flyash discharged from North Chennai 

Thermal Power Station. “As we speak, NTECL Vallur is dumping mud on mangroves 

to expand its flyash pond,” he said. 

Not a match 

Kamarajar Port Ltd, however, denied using either of the maps. They said, “We use 

an IRS map given by the Anna University in 2011,” said a top representative of the 

port. This map, however, did not match with the Government of India-approved 

map from 1996 

Source: www.newindianexpress.com, 25 July 2017 

 

Thirty-Two national waterways considered technically feasible 

for development 

As many as 32 new national waterways in the country have been considered technically 

feasible for development of shipping and navigation, the Lok Sabha was informed on 

Thursday. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will soon inaugurate eight national 

waterways (NWs), Transport and Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari said during 

Question Hour. “Out of 106 newly-declared national waterways (NWs), 32 NWs are 

considered technically feasible so far. Out of these 32 NWs, the development of seven 

NWs has been approved,” he said. 

The 32 NWs include Barak, Mandovi, Zuari, Kosi, Sunderban watersways, Subansiri, 

Mahanadi, Alappuzha-changanassery canal, Kottayam-Vaikom canal, Kabini, 

Mapusa, Dabhol creek, Savitri, Mahi, Narmada and Tapi. 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/jul/25/illegal-map-used-to-clear-port-plan-in-ennore-creek-1633204.html
http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
http://indianexpress.com/about/nitin-gadkari
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Replying another question, Gadkari said expansion and modernisation of major ports 

in the country is an ongoing process to keep the ports abreast with new technologies 

and also to meet trade requirements. The process involves construction of new berths 

and terminals, mechanisation of existing berths and terminals, capital dredging for 

deepening of drafts for attracting large vessels in port channels, road and rail 

connectivity and installation of vessel traffic management system. 

The minister said as a result of these initiatives taken by the government, aggregate 

cargo handling capacity in major ports has expanded during the 12th Plan (2012-17) 

from 696.53 million tonnes per annum to 1065.83 million tonnes per annum while the 

cargo handled at major ports increased from 560.13 MT to 647.76 MT during the 12th 

Plan period. The various mordernisation measures has enabled easy and smooth 

movement of goods at major ports, he said. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 27 July 2017 

 

Europe’s ports are the key to improving trade links with China 

The world is changing, with disruption the watchword of the new era. Even long-

established industries can’t escape the winds of change sweeping across all industries 

and jurisdictions, and this includes the age-old ports sector. 

In the modern world, ports must be capable of providing the infrastructure needed to 

meet changing technological and business demands, and they must be assured of a 

flexible policy framework supporting them. This is where the European Sea Ports 

Organisation (ESPO) comes in, working with various European institutions to 

facilitate infrastructure planning and influence regulatory change – two areas 

characterised by slow decision-making processes. The issues facing European ports 

include increasing vessel sizes, growing market power through alliances, carbon 

reduction, ‘greening’ of vessels, digitalisation, national budgetary austerity, increased 

security challenges, geopolitical developments, rising economic nationalism, and 

Brexit. Faced with these challenges, ESPO has put forward three major priorities for 

this year. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/nitin-gadkari-modi-thirty-two-national-waterways-considered-technically-feasible-for-development-4769571/
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Open waters 

The first priority is infrastructure investment. In the context of the aforementioned 

challenges, building or adapting port infrastructure means more than increasing 

capacity. Some of these investments, however, are not bankable in the short term. As 

such, the grant component of Europe’s transport infrastructure policy needs to be 

safeguarded, if not increased. 

In this respect, we are also looking with interest at China’s ‘One Belt, One Road’ 

initiative. It is good to see Europe is attracting foreign investment, but we should be 

careful not to let the quest for development funding lead to ceding control over 

essential or critical European port infrastructure. 

Our second priority is facilitating maritime trade. European ports frequently raise the 

need for administrative simplification and the removal of customs obstacles when it 

comes to EU goods being transported between European ports. However, at a time 

when every effort is being made to reduce formalities in maritime transport, the 

protectionist bent to recent geopolitical developments risks radically changing trade 

patterns and creating new barriers. We are concerned about the impact this might 

have on the free flow of goods and just-in-time logistics. Solutions should be developed 

so as to avoid unnecessary red tape. Every effort should be made to ensure European 

ports can remain efficient, seamless, entry and exit points for trade. 

Green waves 

Last but not least, ESPO and its members put a strong emphasis on sustainability. 

Around 90 percent of European ports are situated in or near urban areas. This means 

ports are very much part of their local communities, with a hand in those communities’ 

societal and environmental concerns. Ports in Europe thus have a duty to reassure the 

people living around the port – and society as a whole – that their operations and 

investments are sustainable. 

We feel it is time to establish a CO2 target, as well as measures to reduce emissions 

from shipping in line with the Paris Agreement. We strongly believe the level of 

ambition should be set at a global level. But ports are not just places to accommodate 

ships; they are nodes of energy and increasingly important clusters of industry and 

maritime economy. Besides developing plans to cut emissions and increase energy 

efficiency, port authorities are beginning to reflect on how to turn the path towards 
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decarbonisation into a successful business case. Over the last few decades, European 

ports have faced many important economic swings. Even though political decisions 

and burdensome procedures often prevent ports from moving fast, they have proven 

themselves to be resilient and dynamic. Let’s now hope they can further build on this 

resilience to face the coming waves of change. 

Source: www.europeanceo.com, 27 July 2017 

 

German owners optimistic due to improved vessel utilization 

Hopes that maritime economy has hit rock bottom are a good sign for the industry  

Seven out of 10 German shipowners expect a worldwide increase in cargo demand in 

the medium term, according to a study by PwC in Hamburg.  

About 60% of owners also expect revenues to increase in the next 12 months, 

compared with only 35% of respondents voicing optimism a year ago.  Some 105 ocean 

shipping companies took part in the consultancy firm's annual review unveiled this 

week."The hope is that the economic bottom may have been reached," PwC maritime  

Source: www.tradewindsnews.com, 27 July 2017 

 

ABS joins industry alliance to advance autonomous shipping 

ABS, a leading provider of classification and technical services to the offshore and 

marine industries, joined the Unmanned Cargo Ship Development Alliance to work 

with industry partners, including class organizations, shipyards, equipment 

manufacturers and designers to advance autonomous shipping.  The design will 

integrate features of independent decision-making, autonomous navigation, 

environmental perception and remote control. “Increased digitization, advanced 

technologies and new levels of connectivity are changing the way the maritime 

industry operates,” says ABS Greater China Division President Eric Kleess. “In the 

coming years, we will see significant changes in the way ships are designed and built, 

with a strong drive to develop autonomous vessels especially in China.  As a key 

member of this alliance, ABS is aligned closely with industry to support safer and more 

https://www.europeanceo.com/finance/europes-ports-are-the-key-to-improving-trade-links-with-china/
http://www.tradewindsnews.com/liner/1315399/german-owners-optimistic-due-to-improved-vessel-utilisation
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sustainable maritime operations. ” The Unmanned Cargo Ship Development Alliance, 

chaired by HNA Technology Group Co, Ltd., was formed with nine members, including 

ABS, CCS, China Ship Research & Development Institute, Shanghai Marine Diesel 

Engine Research Institute, Ltd, Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding (Group) Co., Ltd, 

Marine Design Research Institute of China (MARIC), Rolls-Royce, and Wartsila. The 

alliance officially launched at the end of June and expects to deliver the unmanned 

cargo ship by October 2021. “Through this collaborative effort, we will apply the latest 

technologies to develop a new autonomous ship concept,” says HNA Technology 

Group Vice Chairman Li Weijian.  “The newly formed alliance is advancing new 

innovations in ship design and operations, and also working to promote the safe 

adoption of these assets in the market.”   

Source: ww2.eagle.org, 26 July 2017 

 

UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson promises a 'great' trade deal with 

Australia 

 

UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has vowed to complete a "great" free trade 

agreement between Australia and Britain "as soon as possible" after Brexit, predicting 

that the services sector will be the major winner. Wrapping up two days of talks in 

Sydney, Mr Johnson and UK Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said London was 

determined to engage more deeply with Australia and the wider Asia-Pacific as Britain 

finalises its divorce from the European Union. But in declaring the importance of 

preserving the international rules-based order amid growing concern about China's 

ambitions, Mr Johnson also revealed the UK would deploy its new aircraft carriers to 

the region to conduct a freedom of navigation patrol – a move likely to upset Beijing. 

The impact of Brexit dominated this year's annual ministerial dialogue, with Mr 

Johnson and Foreign Minister Julie Bishop laying the groundwork for formal free 

trade talks once Britain is unshackled by EU rules and allowed to negotiate. "I've no 

doubt we will do a great free trade deal," Mr Johnson said. "I think the real gains are 

going to be in the services sector. You've got the UK and Australia strongly committed 

to something that we think has massively boosted the prosperity of the world and we 

think a free trade deal between our countries would boost our prosperity too." 

https://ww2.eagle.org/en/news/press-room/2017/ABS-Joins-Industry-Partners-to-Advance-Autonomous-Shipping.html
http://www.afr.com/news/boris-johnson-arrives-in-australia-to-talk-trade-security-as-uk-plans-for-brexit-20170726-gxj5cb
http://www.afr.com/news/boris-johnson-arrives-in-australia-to-talk-trade-security-as-uk-plans-for-brexit-20170726-gxj5cb
http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/welcome-boris-johnson-we-love-you-on-trade-but-not-quite-yet-20170726-gxixj3
http://www.afr.com/opinion/columnists/welcome-boris-johnson-we-love-you-on-trade-but-not-quite-yet-20170726-gxixj3
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Include concessions 

Asked whether an FTA would include concessions to make it easier for Australians to 

live and work in the UK – something Mr Johnson has proposed in the past – he said 

he supported "open and generous" treatment. "What we will be able to do, once we 

take back control of our immigration arrangements, is to have a system that is fair as 

between everybody and you are certainly right in that we want to welcome talented 

Australians," he said. Ms Bishop said Australia and the UK had an opportunity to show 

leadership on free trade while Mr Johnson said the two nations shared a "deep-seated" 

belief in its merits. “This is not an uncontested belief now," he said. "One of the most 

important aspects of AUKMIN today was how strongly we agreed we should work 

together to promote this view of the world, particularly perhaps with some of our 

friends in the United States who aren't necessarily these days so committed to that 

ideal." As an example of goods that could become cheaper under an FTA, Mr Johnson 

quipped "there are tariffs on Scotch whisky in this country which seem to me to be a 

cruel deprivation of the Australian people of Scotch whisky at the price they could have 

it". Mr Johnson echoed concerns about Islamic State taking root in the Philippines as 

well as tensions in the South China Sea over Beijing's island-building program. 

Nuclear ambitions 

"One of the first things we will do with the two new colossal aircraft carriers that we 

have just built is send them on a freedom of navigation operation to this area to 

vindicate our belief in the rules-based international system and in the freedom of 

navigation through those waterways which are absolutely vital for world trade," he 

said. "We believe that it is the guaranteeing of the rules-based international system, 

the preservation of the security and stability of this region, that allow for economic 

growth." Both countries reaffirmed the need for China to do more to bring North Korea 

into line over its nuclear ambitions, with Sir Michael saying existing United Nations 

sanctions were not being enforced. "It's not possible to put together a missile program 

that North Korea has done without assistance from outside, without some kind of help 

financially and commercially and scientifically from elsewhere," he said. 

Security agreements were also struck on closer classified intelligence sharing, 

exchanging information on military involvement in domestic counter-terrorism 

operations and sharing information on naval shipbuilding strategies as both countries 

recapitalise their fleets. 



Page 38 of 71 
 

Aussie example 

Delivering the annual Lowy Institute lecture at Sydney Town Hall on Thursday night, 

Mr Johnson seized on Australia's unbroken economic success over the past 25 years 

to paint a rosy picture of the post-Brexit opportunities open to Britain. He posed how 

the question of how Australia would have fared if it had joined the European Common 

Market in the early 1970s and become hamstrung by agricultural quotas, bureaucracy 

and loss of independence. "Even if you think I am being paranoid - even if you think it 

might not have possibly been as bad as all that – I think we can look at Australia today 

and after 26 years of continuous growth, and with per capita GDP 25 per cent higher 

than in the UK, I think we can say that it was not absolutely necessary for Australia to 

join the Common Market," he said. "Indeed, I think it is safe to say that it was not 

necessary for Australia to join any bloc or grouping organised on the integrationist 

principles of the EU. "So when we look at the forward momentum of Australia in the 

last few decades you can perhaps see why we in Britain are inclined to take with a pinch 

of salt some of the very slight gloom and negativity that is emanating from some 

distinguished quarters about the decision of the British people to leave the European 

Union "They say the UK is like some poor wriggling crustacean about to be deprived 

of its shell. I say – don't come the raw prawn with me. "When we look at what Australia 

has achieved, we can see grounds for boundless excitement and optimism." 

Woolly issue 

While EU officials are playing hardball over Brexit, Mr Johnson gave an upbeat 

assessment that the terms of divorce would not be as harsh as feared, saying he was 

confident of delivering a "brilliant job". He gave an as example of how a woollen 

jumper he wore had started off on a sheep in New Zealand, the wool shipped to Italy 

to be turned into cloth, transported to China to be stitched together and then shipped 

back to New Zealand before being exported to all over the world. "Think of that woolly 

jumper as it bounds over borders and barriers and customs posts with not a bleat of 

effort or exertion," he said. "That is really how trade works today, with standards and 

supply chains that are increasingly global; and with the help of the excellent 

negotiators on both sides I have no doubt that we will get a great deal that preserves 

and even enhances the frictionless movement of goods that is in the interests of both 

sides of the Channel "And I am sure that we will get a solution that does nothing to 

undermine the interests of London's financial sector, because the real rivals of the City 

are not in Paris or Frankfurt; they are in Hong Kong and New York and Singapore – 
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and in the end I think everyone understands that London is an asset for the entire 

continent." 

More engagement 

Mr Johnson announced Britain would seek to forge closer ties with the ASEAN bloc of 

countries as it pursued economic opportunities with the broader Indo-Pacific region. 

"There is nowhere more exciting to do that than here in the Indo-Pacific; here where 

there is a third of the global economy, around two thirds of the global population – 

here where the growth is," he said. " And that is why we have decided once again that 

the UK must be more present, more active, more engaged in this region." Referring to 

tensions over the South China Sea, Mr Johnson reaffirmed the UK's commitment to 

maintaining the rule of law and was "certainly interested" in conducting freedom of 

navigation patrols in the region. 

He qualified comments made at his press conference earlier in the day though the UK 

would send its new aircraft carriers to carry out a patrol in the region, saying it would 

be some years before they did so. "I don't want you to go out there and start scanning 

the horizon just yet," he said. During a question and answer session following his 

speech, Mr Johnson said countries needed to adopt a "engage but beware" approach 

to dealing with Russia, noting the country was more than just its strong man ruler 

Vladimir Putin. Asked about the controversy over US President Donald Trump's 

administration and campaign ties to Russia, Mr Johnson pointed put the US had been 

resolute in maintaining sanctions against Moscow and been more hardline in dealing 

with the Assad regime in Syria, which is aligned with Russia. 

Survival 

Mr Johnson was also confident that British Prime Minister Theresa May would survive 

despite the knives being out for her after the Tories were left barely clinging to power 

in minority government after the recent election. Mr Johnson said Ms May had 

managed to "bubblegum" the government together. "It is going to work because it 

overwhelmingly the desire of the Conservative Party for it to work," he said. "It is the 

desire of many Labour MPs for it to work because they are genuinely terrified by the 

prospect of Prime Minister Corbyn." 

Source: www.afr.com, 27 July 2017 

 

http://www.afr.com/news/uk-foreign-secretary-boris-johnson-promises-a-great-trade-deal-with-australia-20170727-gxjub6
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Protected marine areas face multiple threats 

Protected marine areas (MPAs) in the country face the serious threats of pollution, 

dynamite and electric shock fishing and haphazard infrastructure construction for 

tourism. These threats are exacerbated by poor co-coordination between State 

agencies and local administrations. This critical situation was highlighted at the 

National Seminar on Management Effectiveness Evaluation held in the central city of 

Da Nang on July 14. 

Representatives from 16 MPAs and several NGOs attended the seminar. 

“Only 0.17 percent of total sea area (1 million square kilometres) has been targeted for 

strict conservation, and we target increasing this to 0.24 percent in the coming years,” 

said Nguyen Thanh Binh, deputy head of Department of Conservation and Aquatic 

Resources Development. There is almost no area in MPAs that have been declared off 

limits to fishing, he said. Binh said slow planning and a weak legal framework have 

been identified as hurdles to strengthening enforcement at MPAs. He said more 

effective measures have been planned for the 2016-2020 period, including expanding 

the MPAs, biodiversity supervision and community management. Deputy head of the 

Directorate of Fisheries Le Tran Nguyen Hung, said a policy was needed for 

communities to shift to other vocations to ease pressure on MPAs, given that most 

people living in their vicinity were poor. “Many local administrations have focused 

exclusively on tourism development in the MPAs, and some of them have even 

reserved core zones for this purpose,” Hung said. 

He said inadequate funding, redundant legal documents as well as poor cooperation 

between central agencies and local administrations have to be dealt with in a clear and 

transparent manner. According to the Directorate of Fisheries under the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural development, Hon Me Island, Nam Yet, Phu Quy and Hai Van-

Son Tra are set to become MPAs in the future. Bui Thi Thu Hien, Marine & Coastal 

Programme Coordinator for the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

and Natural Resources (IUCN), said MPAs in Vietnam should strongly punish 

violations of the environment. “Fishing with electric shock and over-fishing are still 

happening in MPAs nationwide, while construction of infrastructure for tourism 

services have been stepped up by local administrations,” Hien said, adding that there 

was still a misunderstanding that MPAs have only been established for the purpose of 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
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serving tourism. “Coral reefs and seaweed beds have been degraded, thus fish and 

marine species living in coral reefs have reduced. Meanwhile, poor sea water quality 

and heavy pollution from coastal lines have worsened the situation,” she said. 

Hien said not much research is being done on biodiversity and coral reefs development 

in MPAs. She suggested that MPAs reserve part of their tourism service proceeds to 

enhance management and protection of the nation’s marine environment. 

 

According to latest reports, the Ha Long Bay Heritage Management Board earned 783 

billion VND (35 million USD) from tourism services last year and 18 percent of this 

revenue was returned to MPAs for conservation activities. Cham Island in Hoi An – a 

world biosphere reserve recognised by UNESCO in 2009 – has been seen as good 

example in management and conservation. The Cham Island MPA management board 

has successfully carried out ‘No Plastic Bag’ and ‘No Fishing’ campaigns. The Cham 

Island has banned fishing on 0.5 percent of the total 6,716ha sea area, and will increase 

this to 10 percent in coming years. It has reserved 50 percent of the total 650,000 USD 

in revenues for conservation and protection of the MPA.-VNA   

Source: en.vietnamplus.vn, 16 July 2017 

 

Redesigning marine engines to cut pollution and black smoke 

The regulation limiting emissions from ships has been rapidly tightening in recent 

years, with new rules from the International Maritime Organization (IMO) clamping 

down on greenhouse gas, NOx and SO2 releases from marine engines. The Tier III 

regulation, which came into effect last year, brought down the limits of allowed 

NOx emissions from ships by 80% compared to previous rules.  One technology that 

is seen as highly successful at reducing NOx in combustion engines is the exhaust gas 

recirculation (EGR) system, used for smaller four-stroke diesel engines in the 

automotive sector since the 1970s. But applying the technology to larger maritime 

engines has proven difficult until now. 

In May, Kræn Vodder Nielsen, a young researcher from the Technical University of 

Denmark (DTU), together with MAN Diesel & Turbo (MDT), developed new software 

that makes it possible to bring EGR technology to ship engines, and limit emissions 

of NOx particles and black smoke. 

http://en.vietnamplus.vn/protected-marine-areas-face-multiple-threats/114907.vnp
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Nielsen’s invention will be implemented in new marine engines from the end of this 

year. 

Researchers Yield Results 

Since 2016, a ship constructed on or after 1 January 2016 operating in North America 

and the United States Caribbean Sea Emission Control Areas (ECA), with an engine 

output of more than 130kW, has to comply with the Tier III regulation regarding NOx 

emissions. For an engine designer, this means an 80% NOx-cycle value reduction 

compared to the Tier I level. There is a variety of technical measures to meet the new 

standards, including dual fuel or pure gas engines, selective catalytic reduction, 

battery-powered or hybrid engines – as well as EGR. The EGR technology, long 

proven when it comes to smaller vehicles, has been difficult to transfer to the 

maritime sector due to the presence of high sulphur content and a high content of 

solids. 

According to a technical paper from MDT, “the 80% load cycle NOx reduction 

requirement means that internal engine optimisation is not sufficient – in other 

words: new technology is necessary.” “Marine engines are very different,” Nielsen 

explained. “Sometimes they are two-stroke engines and not four-stroke engines, so 

it was not possible to just copy the approach from car engines. I focused instead on 

developing a new method that is better suited to marine engines.”  MDT has been 

working on developing EGR technology for ships since 2004, when it started a test 

program on a large two-stroke diesel test engine in Copenhagen. In 2010, a retrofit 

EGR system was installed on an engine on board the Alexander Maersk, a 1,100 

TEU container vessel. The company found that there was a need for greater use of 

advanced technology and decided to enter into a PhD collaboration with DTU. 

A Simple Model 

he development of new technology was born out of Nielsen’s PhD research, in 

cooperation with DTU Electrical Engineering and Linköping University. According 

to Nielsen’s thesis, recirculation of exhaust gas to the cylinders lowers the oxygen 

availability and increases the heat capacity during combustion, which in turn leads 

to less formation of NOx. His aim was to develop EGR technology for large two-

stroke engines, while still eliminating smoke formation. 
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Early in the process, Nielsen sailed on a large container ship to get to grips with the 

practical application of his research. “I found out that the academic methods for 

development of the control of a marine engine with EGR technology at that time were 

too complex,” he said. “Therefore, it quickly became clear to me that I had to develop 

a simple model that includes only the critical part of the system that we wanted to 

improve. From there, we developed a new control that coordinates the recirculation 

and fuel injection without requiring too much tuning of other parts of the system.”  

Nielsen is now working with MDT to finalise his software so that it can be 

implemented in new marine engines starting from the end of this year. “Initially, I 

will go out and install it on the ships, but in the long term the plan is that I will write 

a guide so that shipbuilders and crews can fine-tune the system themselves,” he said. 

Source: www.ship-technology.com, 17 July 2017 

 

Greenpeace: Mediterranean in grave danger from Plastic Pollution 

-Kerry Kolasa-Sikiaridi 

More than 1,455 tonnes of plastic are currently believed to be floating on the 

Mediterranean Sea, while 94% of plastic waste is currently coating the seabed, based 

on the latest estimates. According to the head of Greenpeace’s campaign for the 

protection of the marine environment Alkis Kafetzis, “the numbers are disappointing.” 

“The problem is huge,” Kafetzis said, talking to the Athens-Macedonian News Agency 

(ANA). “Our dependence on disposable plastic has converted the seas into a huge 

rubbish dump. It is so serious that certain regions of the country have decided to place 

floating barriers on busy beaches that will contain floating refuse so that it does not 

cause a problem to bathers.” Greece produces between 180,000-300,000 tonnes of 

plastic packaging a year, while the total annual demand for plastic is estimated to be 

around 500,000 tonnes. Only a very small percentage of this amount is recycled, while 

the Institute for Retail Consumer Goods Research (IELKA) estimates that Greeks use 

363 plastic bags per person each year. “Unless we drastically reduce the single-use 

plastic in our lives, the problem is going to get bigger and no solution will be enough,” 

Kafetzis stressed. 

Greenpeace intends to launch a campaign to make the public more aware of the 

problems, he said, with Greenpeace ship “Rainbow Warrior” arriving to sail Greek seas 

http://www.ship-technology.com/features/featureredesigning-marine-engines-to-cut-pollution-and-black-smoke-5866239/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/author/kerry/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/06/15/european-commission-urges-greece-to-adopt-eu-laws-against-plastic-bags/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/06/05/despite-millions-of-euros-in-fines-recycled-greek-household-waste-is-well-below-eu-average/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2016/07/28/unsafe-water-pollution-levels-found-at-4-attica-beaches/
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this summer, allowing free visits on board and an open deck to anyone that wants to 

learn about the issue. Its ports of call will include the island of Zakynthos on July 20-

21, Iraklion on July 24-25 and Syros on July 30-31. These stops are part of a 

Mediterranean tour that began in June from Spain, passing through Italy and Croatia 

on the way to Greece and continuing to Bulgaria. 

Kafetzis also is urging Greeks to reduce the use of plastics, to reuse, to recycle and 

finally to “bin” and not throw plastic away on coasts and beaches. “The greatest 

responsibility lies with companies and policies but consumers have their own share of 

responsibility and can intervene to the extent they are able,” he explained. research 

has shown that some 80% of plastic found in oceans comes from the land. The rest is 

from ships, oil rigs and freighters. Scientists estimate that, due to extensive use of 

disposable one-use plastic and inadequate waste management systems, some 4.8-12.7 

million tonnes of rubbish end up in the oceans. For the 23 EU countries with a 

shoreline, the figure is 50-120,000 tonnes. 

Also, Large plastic packaging, such as bags, has a devastating impact on sea turtles, 

monks and dolphins that get caught in them or swallow them. An even greater number 

of organisms can swallow microscopic pieces of plastic — or micro plastics (less than 

5mm) — which pose a grave danger to marine ecosystems. 

Source:greece.greekreporter.com, 17 July 2017 

 

Moves under way to prevent oil leaks from wartime ships 

The government will back efforts by a nongovernmental organization (NGO) to 

prevent oil leaks from sunken wartime vessels in waters off the Truk Islands in the 

Pacific Ocean, according to sources.  About 40 former Imperial Japanese Navy ships 

sank following air raids by U.S. forces during the Pacific War in waters near the Truk 

Islands — now Chuuk State in the Federated States of Micronesia. 

In a bid to prevent oil leaks from the sunken ships, the government will back measures 

to tackle marine pollution. The government will use official development assistance to 

fund activities by a Japanese NGO, with the project scheduled to begin next month. 

http://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/07/17/greenpeace-mediterranean-in-grave-danger-from-plastic-pollution/
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Seventy-two years after the end of the war, the government affirmed the necessity of 

dealing with the leaks as corrosion of the ships on the seabed advances. 

According to the Foreign Ministry and other sources, the government will fund the 

project for three years through the end of March 2020. The ministry will provide 

roughly ¥94 million to the Japan Mine Action Service (JMAS), a Tokyo-based NGO 

staffed mainly by former Self-Defense Forces personnel, for the first year. This is the 

ministry’s first such funding of efforts to clean up sunken wartime vessels in the Pacific 

region. The assistance is expected to total about ¥300 million. 

In 1969, before Mirconesia became independent, the Japanese and U.S. governments 

both committed ¥1.8 billion each to improving welfare services for local residents. The 

Japanese government subsequently concluded that the payments resolved the issue of 

postwar compensation to Micronesia. 

However, the Japanese government determined that the most recent measures were 

necessary to protect the environment and thus decided to fund the NGO. JMAS plans 

to use sonar and other devices to detect the location of 11 sunken ships, including large 

vessels that are the most likely to leak oil, and estimate the amount of remaining oil 

onboard. JMAS divers will then inspect each vessel’s condition before filling holes in 

the hull. They will also use special materials to extract oil inside the vessels before 

taking the oil back to their own ships. JMAS has previously succeeded in removing 

unexploded bombs from a wrecked wartime vessel in Palau. 

In February 1944, U.S. aircraft carrier units attacked the Truk Islands, the location of 

a base for the combined fleet of the Imperial Japanese Navy. About 40 vessels, 

including tankers and destroyers, sank with oil aboard.The location is now regarded 

as an important tourist resource as it is popular with divers seeking a close view of the 

sunken ships. However, several instances of leaking oil have been reported in recent 

years due to advancing corrosion of the vessels. 

In his address to the United Nations in 2011, Micronesia’s president at the time, 

Emanuel Mori, described the oil aboard the sunken ships as a “ticking environmental 

time bomb.” He appealed to the international community to deal with the leaking, 

saying in his speech, “It will also adversely impact our tourism industry, which 

depends largely on coral and shipwreck diving.” A JMAS member in charge of the 

assistance program said: “There is still a lot we don’t know about the circumstances of 
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the sunken ships, but it is true that leaking has already occurred. We’d like to act 

quickly and contribute to the local community.” 

Source:the-japan-news.com, 22 July 2017 

 

There's another huge plastic garbage patch in the Pacific Ocean 

-David Nield 

Experts have long thought it was out there, but now we've got confirmation – there's a 

second garbage patch of plastic out in the Pacific Ocean, which may cover as much as 

2.6 million square kilometres (a million square miles), or 1.5 times the size of Texas. 

Like the patch of floating debris in the North Pacific, this one in the South Pacific has 

been formed by a swirling mix of currents and winds called a gyre, concentrating 

plastic waste into one area. As depressing as the news is, it's not entirely surprising: 

the research team that found patch number two has been searching for it for six 

months, and a recent study highlighted the huge volumes of plastic washing up on 

Henderson Island in the same part of the ocean. 

Now researchers have actually been to visit the site of the South Pacific Garbage Patch 

and collect samples. "We discovered tremendous quantities of plastic," oceanographer 

Charles Moore from the Algalita Marine Research Foundation, told ResearchGate. 

"My initial impression is that our samples compared to what we were seeing in the 

North Pacific in 2007, so it's about ten years behind." 

Moore and his team sailed around Easter Island and Robinson Crusoe Island during 

their trip, using drag nets to collect plastic waste for analysis. Most of the plastic the 

researchers found wasn't in the form of water bottles or shopping bags but rather tiny 

plastic pieces smaller than grains of rice – and that indicates this debris has been on a 

longer journey than the trash in the North Pacific. As these bits of plastic are so tiny 

they're very difficult to clean up, and we really need to be stopping this stuff getting 

into our oceans in the first place. 

The researchers will need to properly weigh and analyse their samples before officially 

publishing their findings, but wanted to get news of their discovery out early so we can 

begin to think about how to tackle the problem. "There's very little information on 

http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0003835401
http://www.sciencealert.com/the-great-pacific-garbage-patch-contains-more-trash-than-we-thought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_gyre
http://www.sciencealert.com/one-of-the-world-s-remotest-islands-found-buried-in-the-highest-density-of-plastic-trash-ever-recorded
https://www.researchgate.net/blog/post/scientists-confirm-the-existence-of-another-ocean-garbage-patch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robinson_Crusoe_Island
http://www.sciencealert.com/this-22-year-old-is-moving-ahead-with-a-controversial-plan-to-clean-up-the-great-pacific-garbage-patch
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plastic in the South Pacific," oceanographer Erik van Sebille, from Utrecht University 

in the Netherlands, told ResearchGate. Sebille wasn't involved in the expedition but is 

working on a project to track all of the plastic in our oceans. "Hardly anybody goes 

there, and it's really very poorly studied. We need observations like these to constrain 

our modelling, so I was excited to see Charles' project. It'll feed nicely into that." With 

plastics concentrated into smaller groups within the entire patch, it's going to need 

several journeys crisscrossing the area to work out the full extent of what we're looking 

at, but this new report is another sign of how big the problem has got.  We're putting 

millions of tonnes of plastic into the oceans every year, and the amount keeps on rising. 

While you might not think a patch of debris out at sea is much to worry about, there's 

concern about its impact on marine life – and anything that affects the ocean 

ecosystem also affects us on land. It looks like the patch is filling up fast, too: marine 

pollution researcher Marcus Eriksen from the 5 Gyres Institute, who wasn't part of this 

trip, sailed through the area in 2011 and saw very little plastic debris. "Gone are the 

silly notions that you can put nets in the ocean and solve the problem," said Eriksen. 

"This cloud of microplastics extends both vertically and horizontally. It's more like 

smog than a patch." "We're making tremendous progress to clean up smog over our 

cities by stopping the source. We have to do the same for our seas." 

Source: www.sciencealert.com, 25 July 2017 

 

Report says marine oil tankers less likely to spill oil than pipelines or 

trains 

By Jesse Ferreras 

A new report from free market think tank the Fraser Institute says that marine tankers 

are less likely to spill petroleum than pipelines or rail, based on spills per million 

barrels shipped. But there are other matters to consider when deciding what’s safe. 

The report, titled Safety First: Intermodal Safety for Oil and Gas Transportation, 

looks at the safety of marine tankers after the approvals of three pipeline projects: 

Trans Mountain, Keystone XL and Line 3.Authors Kenneth Green and Taylor Jackson 

argued that marine tankers are safer because they spill less than 0.001 per million 

barrels of oil shipped (Mboe). That’s less than rail (0.079 Mboe) or pipelines (0.031 

Mboe). 

https://www.researchgate.net/blog/post/scientists-confirm-the-existence-of-another-ocean-garbage-patch
http://www.sciencealert.com/by-2050-there-ll-be-more-plastic-than-fish-in-our-oceans
http://www.sciencealert.com/here-s-how-much-plastic-waste-is-ending-up-in-our-oceans
http://www.sciencealert.com/pioneering-review-of-632-ocean-studies-says-marine-food-chain-will-collapse
https://www.researchgate.net/blog/post/scientists-confirm-the-existence-of-another-ocean-garbage-patch
http://www.sciencealert.com/scientists-just-found-another-huge-plastic-garbage-patch-in-the-pacific-ocean
http://globalnews.ca/author/jesse-ferreras/
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/
https://www.fraserinstitute.org/studies/safety-first-intermodal-safety-for-oil-and-gas-transportation
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The authors based their conclusions largely on Transportation Safety Board (TSB) 

data from 2004 to 2015, as well as international marine tanker data for the last decade. 

There hasn’t been a marine tanker spill in Canada in over 20 years (though there were 

small coastal spills that didn’t involve tankers); because of this, the institute used 

international data from the last 10 years, based on incidents that included the release 

of petroleum product. There were 480 instances in which pipelines released petroleum 

product between 2004 and 2015; 15,309 Mboe were transported in the same time 

frame, providing a release per Mboe of 0.031. 

Meanwhile, there were 73 incidents in which rail released product in that time; 928 

Mboe were transported through this mode, resulting in a release per Mboe of 0.079. 

Marine tankers saw 140 releases of product measured at more than seven tonnes in 

the last 10 years. Marine tankers transported 238,811 Mboe in that time, which 

resulted in a release per Mboe of less than 0.001. The report noted that seaborne oil 

spills have declined considerably since the 1970s, based on data from the International 

Tanker Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF), a non-profit that acts on behalf of 

tanker owners and other shipowners. A decline was observed in both the number of 

spills and the volume of product released. But there isn’t really an “either/or” 

comparison to be made between transporting oil by marine tanker, or by pipeline or 

rail, resource economist Ngaio Hotte told Global News. She also said it can be “much 

more costly and difficult to clean up oil spilled in the marine environment.” “The cost 

of cleaning up an oil spill is influenced by many factors such as the type of product 

spilled, the location and timing of the spill, proximity to sensitive areas and the per-

unit cost of recovery and cleanup,” Hotte said. 

Five years ago, Hotte and UBC fisheries economist Rashid Sumaila carried out 

research showing that a major tanker spill off B.C.’s northern coast could “wipe out 

economic gains” from the then-proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline, a project that 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau halted last year. 

The research, which was sponsored by WWF Canada and conducted independently, 

showed that a major spill off the province’s northern coast could result in losses of 

$300 million in economic activity, as well as spill cleanup costs of up to $9.6 billion. 

That would have outnumbered the $600 million in economic gains that Enbridge 

anticipated over the project’s lifespan. 

http://news.ubc.ca/2012/12/11/single-spill-could-wipe-out-economic-gains-from-northern-gateway/
http://news.ubc.ca/2012/12/11/single-spill-could-wipe-out-economic-gains-from-northern-gateway/
http://globalnews.ca/news/3094856/northern-gateway-pipeline-line-3-approval-announcement/
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But how likely is a spill? 

However, there also haven’t been any major spills of crude oil in North American 

waters since the Exxon Valdez incident in 1989, Kevin Hanna, director of the UBC 

Centre for Environmental Assessment Research, told Global News.Most spills that 

happen are less than seven tonnes in size — small, according to Hanna — and are often 

due to operational actions, such as loading and unloading. 

Taylor Jackson, one of the report’s co-authors, told Global News that the amount of 

environmental damage would, to an extent, “be a function of the probability that an 

accident will occur.” “This is not to say that governments should not take potential 

damage that could be caused by marine spills seriously,” he said. “They should indeed 

take all necessary precautions to first ensure that the probability of a spill is as low as 

possible, and that in the event of a spill environmental damage can be minimized.”But 

counting the number of incidents per Mboe isn’t the only way to judge the impacts of 

an oil transport mode. A Global News analysis from last year looked at average spill 

volumes for pipelines, trains and trucks. It found that trains spill the most of all three, 

when considering average spill volume for materials in transit, though they happen 

less frequently than the other modes. 

Source:globalnews.ca, 28 July 2017 

 

British seabirds face an 'uncertain future' as UK waters warm up 

Seabirds around Britain’s shores face “an uncertain future” because of climate change 

with several species expected to become “extremely rare or even extinct” over the next 

century, according to a major review. The report, which summarised research carried 

out by some 400 scientists over the last 10 years, warned puffins, terns, kittiwakes and 

fulmars were all struggling with the rising temperatures, while severe summer storms 

were having “strong negative effects” on breeding colonies of several species. 

In addition to the rising sea temperatures — from usually below 11C between the 1870s 

and 1930s to more than 12C in 2014 — the water has also become more acidic and the 

number of times sea levels have reach extremely high levels has soared. 

http://globalnews.ca/news/1069624/how-do-crude-spills-compare-by-rail-truck-pipeline-you-may-be-surprised/
http://globalnews.ca/news/3628110/marine-oil-tanker-safety-fraser-institute/
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The health of seabird populations is widely regarded as a key indicator of the health of 

the marine environment, as they essentially carry out ‘surveys’ of life beneath the 

waves when they go hunting for food.And the report, by the UK Marine Climate 

Change Impacts Partnership (MCCIP), found they were in trouble. “Seabirds in the UK 

face an uncertain future because of climate change and its potential interaction with 

other factors,” it said. “Productivity of fulmars, Atlantic puffins, and common, Arctic 

and little terns, as well as black-legged kittiwakes decreases as temperature rises. 

“Short-term weather events such as severe summer storms are having strong negative 

effects on breeding performance of some species, especially razorbills.” 

The sea surface temperature, averaged over 10 years, was below 11 degrees Celsius 

from the 1870s to 1930s, when it began to rise above that level. The 1980s saw the start 

of a sharp rise to about 11.7C and 2014 was the first year to go above 12C. And this 

trend is set to continue. “Climate change models project that sea surface temperature 

will continue to rise in all waters around the UK, with strongest warming in the south-

east (1.5C to 4C over the 21st century in the southern North Sea) and weakest in the 

north-west (0.5C to 2C at Rockall),” the report said. This appears to be causing cold 

water fish species — like cod — a problem. “For the past 10 years, the number of 

juvenile cod entering the population has remained very low despite dramatic decreases 

in fishing mortality and this sustained reduction is thought to be a result of climate 

change,” the report said. But the warmer water is also attracted different kinds of fish 

with “large numbers of blue fin tuna” seen off the south-west coast in recent years. And 

squid, cuttlefish and octopus populations around the UK “are expanding in response 

to warming”. “Squid numbers have increased dramatically, allowing an important 

summer trawl fishery to be developed,” the report said. Non-native species such as the 

Pacific oyster have also been expanding their range. 

However shellfish, native or not, face a potential threat as a result of the sea’s 

absorption of extra carbon dioxide in the air.The North Sea has become increasingly 

acidic over the past 30 years and is now more than 0.1ph lower than it was in the 

1980s.“There is evidence the overall effect of ocean acidification on marine ecosystems 

will be deleterious, for example a risk of substantive reductions in shellfish growth 

(and harvest) within 50 years, although some algae and seagrasses may benefit from 

increased availability of carbon dioxide,” the report said. “Ocean acidification in UK 

seas over the last 30 years has been happening at a faster rate than for the wider North 

Atlantic.” The global rise in sea level — caused by the swelling of the water as it warms 

up and the melting of land ice, mainly on Greenland and Antarctica — has increased 

the number of times it has reached “extreme sea level events” around the UK coast. 

http://www.mccip.org.uk/
http://www.mccip.org.uk/
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“There is more evidence that the increased incidence of extreme sea level events has 

been driven by the rise in relative sea level over the last 150 years,” the report said. 

“Relative sea-level rise will continue and its rate will likely accelerate. This will further 

increase the incidence of extreme sea level events.” 

However, the report added that “continued improvements in flood defences, 

emergency planning, forecasting and warning” had managed to prevent a greater 

number of major sea floods 

Source: www.independent.co.uk, 27 July 2017 

 

 

The Finnish icebreaker MSV Nordica sails through ice floating on the Beaufort Sea off the coast 

of Alaska while traversing the Arctic's Northwest Passage, where global warming is melting 

sea ice and glaciers at an unprecedented rate, opening up once impenetrable Arctic routes to 

oil exploration and climate change observers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/british-seabirds-future-uk-waters-warm-up-temperatures-global-warming-climate-change-mccip-a7863451.html


Page 52 of 71 
 

 

 

Ex-US Senator explains how US can help India deliver a devastating blow 

to China 

Larry Pressler 

I can recall many informal conversations in the 1950s and ’60s with my fellow 

Americans about India. They viewed India as part of the Soviet bloc. In those days, the 

Soviet Union supplied India with weapons and ships. The rhetoric in India was 

decidedly anti-American and the rhetoric in the United States was very anti-India, 

despite the shared democratic and entrepreneurial traditions in both countries. World 

maps posted in US classrooms in the 1950s and 1960s highlighted American allies. 

Pakistan was always listed as an ally and India was not. 

In the run-up to the 1971 war with Pakistan over Bangladesh, it appeared to me that 

India faced the danger of a war on two fronts: Pakistan as well as China. At the time, 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi signed a treaty for mutual security cooperation with 

Moscow. This proved effective in keeping China out of the 1971 war, and formed a 

strong foundation for growing Indo-Soviet cooperation in military and economic 

affairs. 

However, I saw that it further alienated the United States and it made our diplomats 

wary of dealing with India. I was working at the State Department at that time and the 

distrust between India and the US was at an all-time high. When President Richard 

Nixon paid an official visit to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi earlier that year, the 

tension between the two of them was evident — even in still photographs. They 

detested each other and Prime Minister Gandhi made her feelings clear to president 

Nixon that day. It was a stunning and stinging snub of an American president. I noted 

warily Pakistan’s role in assisting the United States’ efforts to open diplomatic doors 

to China in 1971 and, later, as a facilitator of aid to the Afghan resistance fighters 

against the Soviet occupation in the 1980s. As a result, the US effectively looked the 

other way when it came to Pakistan’s nuclear programme and the assistance it 

obtained from China for its missile and nuclear programmes. That is, until the Pressler 

Amendment was enacted and enforced. 

GEOPOLITICS 
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All of these events, of course, have coloured the relationship between India and the 

US. India’s nuclear test in 1974 did not help matters. The United States saw this move 

as irresponsible, but what I think Americans failed to understand was that India 

wanted to be recognised as a mature power with a nuclear deterrent against a nuclear-

armed adversary, China, which it had always considered its biggest rival and threat. 

India also wanted to offset the unpredictable Pakistan next door. We still treated India 

as a colonial stepchild and continued to punish the country for its Russian affiliation. 

It seems to me that any measure India took to defend itself against other nuclear 

powers like China — and, later, Pakistan — was a legitimate right. 

The United States acted like a two-faced ally to India. We acknowledged India’s fears 

of a nuclear-armed Pakistan and gave lip service to this threat, but did nothing about 

it. We continued to fund Pakistan’s military to support the goal of fighting the spectre 

of communism anywhere in the world at the expense of furthering our nuclear non-

proliferation goals in South Asia. 

Now, once again, we are funding the rogue government of Pakistan because we need 

their questionable help in fighting the terrorists in Afghanistan. This move risks the 

use of US taxpayer money for purposes contrary to our interests. To my mind, it seems 

befitting that India and the US should be the closest of allies — more so than they are 

currently. We should have a "super alliance". 

As the largest democracy in South Asia, India is more like the United States than any 

other country in that region. However, other than advancements largely in 

information technology and intellectual property, a large proportion of the Indian 

people are so impoverished that they are essentially oppressed. Weapons and arms — 

that has been the principal focus between our two governments, and that saddens me. 

I strongly believe we need to do more to promote India’s interests worldwide. We tout 

England and Israel as our closest allies, yet India’s democratic government, location, 

brain trust, and trade synergies make it a natural and potentially more important 

economic and geopolitical ally for the future. We should decisively choose India and 

stop pretending that India and Pakistan are diplomatically equal. We must downgrade 

Pakistan and treat it as it is: an irresponsible, dishonest, rogue state. 

As we continue to root out terrorists worldwide, it is important that we stand by our 

friends around the world who reflect our faith in democracy, entrepreneurship, human 

rights and religious freedom. India is the biggest of these friends. We must make the 
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alliance between the democracies of India and the United States a robust economic 

one, built on a foundation of trust, shared democratic values and mutually beneficial 

trade and knowledge-sharing. India should be granted a special relationship with the 

United States, one that gives it a preferred status in trade, knowledge-sharing, 

intelligence-sharing, immigration and defence. Part of that defence should include 

defending India against China. I recognise that defence officials view China as 

America’s biggest potential threat in the world today. At least one of the historical 

motivations for continuing aid to Pakistan was to prevent it from becoming a client 

state of China’s. The Obama administration quietly started executing its "Pacific Pivot" 

strategy, which has been turning our diplomats’ and our navy’s focus to Asia, and more 

specifically, to China. Perhaps to amplify this threat, the Octopus provokes and pokes 

China. When I was in Cambodia in 2010, for instance, the US sailed big warships into 

Cambodian ports, allegedly bringing in medical supplies. But my State Department 

contacts told me it was actually a show of force to irritate the Chinese — and to 

reinforce the importance of maintaining open sea lanes for international trade. Naval 

manoeuvres like these are strictly a way for the Octopus to taunt the Chinese and 

remind them that the US is in control and committed to keeping international waters 

free and open — especially in the South China Sea. This strategy involves the 

cooperation of India as well. Over the course of my lifetime, I have witnessed India 

migrate from a pro-Russian country with an anti-American prime minister to a pro-

American country and one of our closest allies in the region. I recall in the 1950s 

listening to very anti-American remarks from VK Krishna Menon, the legendary 

Indian ambassador to the United Nations. 

Now Prime Minister Modi says just the opposite of what Menon said — a 180-degree 

shift. It seems to me that both India and the US see the other as important allies in 

containing the geopolitical influence of China. 

In my recent discussions with current and former senior navy officials, I have learnt 

that the United States is on the verge of a massive effort to help build up the Indian 

Navy, and outfit its navy ships with nuclear weapons. The Indian Navy’s ship inventory 

is being significantly modernised. Most notable was the secret commissioning in 

August 2016 of its first nuclear ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), the INS Arihant, 

and the January 2017 test of a long-range nuclear-capable submarine-launched 

ballistic missile from an underwater pontoon. The Chinese are posturing aggressively 

against the US Navy in the Philippines and the Spratly Islands, a disputed group of 

islands in the South China Sea near Vietnam. This archipelago is situated in the middle 

of important air and sea navigation routes. Free access to the South China Sea is 
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critical for international trade and travel. In addition, there are oil and gas reserves 

there. We really do not want a naval war with China. It would be costly to defend a 

place like the Spratly Islands. But we can send China a devastating message by 

strengthening the Indian Navy. An Indian Navy that has the capability of delivering 

nuclear weapons would cause China great concern. 

In fact, if we actually outfitted the Indian Navy with nuclear weapons, China might 

back down from its antagonistic stance in the region. 

Source: www.dailyo.in, 21 July 2017 

 

Re-converging India-Indonesia ‘strategic tridents’: economics, security 

and geopolitics 

-Surbhi Moudgil 

 

“In a dim, distant, unrecorded age 

We had met, thou and I, – 

When my speech became entangled in thine 

And my life in thy life” 

This prose by Rabindranath Tagore in his celebrated poem ‘To Java’ written in Bengali 

captures the essence of forgotten relations between India and Indonesia, subtly 

referring to the drift caused by colonisation of the two countries by the western 

colonial powers, viz. the British and the Dutch respectively. 

India and Indonesia share a history of bilateral cooperation induced by similitude in 

their ethnicity and culture. The two countries led by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 

and President Sukarno supported each other during their independence movements, 

leading to the creation of Afro-Asian and Non-Aligned movements in 1955 at the 

Bandung Conference. 

http://www.dailyo.in/politics/china-pakistan-ties-america-trump-india-sikkim-doklam-modi-terrorism/story/1/18518.html
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However, during the decade of the 1960s, relations between India and Indonesia 

drifted apart, arguably due to changing strategic dynamics in Southeast Asia. The 

divide widened further due to the combined effect of the signing of Sino-Indonesia 

Friendship Treaty in 1961 and the Sino-India war of 1962. The decline in relations 

continued throughout the 1980s due to Jakarta’s apprehensions over the substantive 

enhancement of Indian Navy’s capabilities, particularly in India’s Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands (A&N). For Indonesia, this was perceived as a looming threat to its 

Sumatra Islands situated only 80 nautical miles away. 

With the initiation of India’s Look East Policy (LEP) in 1991, India announced a major 

strategic reorientation of foreign policy towards Southeast Asia. However, despite 

Indonesia being India’s immediate maritime neighbor, the LEP could not bridge the 

gap in bilateral relations. During the visit of the Indonesian President Dr. Susilo 

Bambang Yudhoyonoto India in November 2005, the two countries initiated economic 

engagement in a major way. It led to signing of a Joint Declaration on Establishing a 

Strategic Partnership towards achieving that goal.iiNotably, however, India took eight 

years to reciprocate to the Indonesian President’s visit, with Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh visiting Indonesia only in 2013. 

Nonetheless, introduction of Act East Policy (AEP) in 2014 by Prime Minister Modi 

gave thrust to India’s geopolitical approach towards Southeast Asia. AEP has 

envisioned and enhanced focus on India’s extended eastern neighborhood by 

pronounced and proactive Indian role in the affairs of Pacific-Asia. Coincidently, the 

introduction of Indonesia’s Maritime-Axis vision was enunciated in 2014 converging 

with the motives and objectives of Indian AEP, which was also announced in 2014.iv 

Strategic developments in policy orientation of both countries made it important for 

them to allocate focus on different contours of collaboration in order to optimise their 

capabilities in the region. 

Economic Dimensions 

In the 21st century, the world’s economic centre of gravity has shifted to the 

IndoPacific, with the region presenting dynamic opportunities in economic, political, 

and security realm. The preceding few years have witnessed sustained economic 

growth in the region, with India and Indonesia being among the top performers. The 

two countries have high prospects in future to achieve higher growth rates, as their 

potential market base is locally driven contrary to countries like Taiwan, Korea and 

Singapore which are export driven.vIn their attempt to boost economic capabilities, 
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India and Indonesia are collaborating in public-private investments and forging new 

partnerships. The two countries have also aided enterprises to achieve economic 

growth aimed at generating additional trade opportunities. 

In December 2016, President Joko Widodo visited India and briefed Prime Minister 

Modi on Indonesia’s ongoing reforms and how the country is on the path of become 

an investment-friendly destination. He also spoke about the opportunities available 

for Indian companies to invest in pharmaceuticals, infrastructure, information 

technology, energy and manufacturing industries in Indonesia.vi 3 Subsequently, PM 

Modi also invited Indonesian businesses to invest in India’s flagship projects such as 

Make in India, Digital India, Skill India, Smart City, and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 

Additionally, the two countries have also identified the importance of affordable 

energy for economic growth, based on which, the first ‘India Indonesia Energy Forum’ 

was held in Jakarta on 20 April 2017. India being the third largest importer of coal 

from Indonesia amounting to approximately US$ 3.5 billion in 2016, proceedings of 

energy forum plays an important role in exploring areas of cooperation between India 

and Indonesia in energy sector. In this context, it is also important to note that Indian 

companies have made substantial investment in coal mines of Indonesia. Overall, 

bilateral trade between the two countries in the year 2015-16 stood at US$ 15.90 

billion, wherein Indonesia’s export to India amounted to US$ 13.06 billion and India’s 

exports to Indonesia stood at US$ 2.84 billion in 2015-16.vii However, it has been 

argued that India needs to increase its exports to Indonesia in order to reduce its trade 

deficit. 

India and Indonesia currently stand as two vibrant and youthful democracies 

expedited with their emerging economy making it the best time for the two countries 

to recover their maritime heritage. Given the growing maritime trade in the region and 

the geographical continuity of the two countries along Indian A&N, both the countries 

need to synergise their efforts in expanding maritime connectivity in the region to 

further expedite their economic opportunities in the region. 

Geopolitical Convergence 

The two large countries straddle the Indo-Pacific region, which makes them 

wellpositioned to ensure peace, stability and prosperity in the maritime configured 

region. Both the countries demonstrate concerns over rising power of China in the 

region. China forms a complex relationship with each of the two countries as they 
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engage economically with China, and concurrently harbor latent security concerns. 

India and Indonesia are committed towards freedom of navigation and overflight 

based on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which 

promotes India’s and Indonesia’s peaceful discourse in South China Sea (SCS). This 

was iterated clearly in the December 2016 joint statement issued by India and 

Indonesia during President Jokowi visit to India. India and Indonesia have thus made 

amply clear their joint stand on resolving disputes in SCS by peaceful means in 

accordance with universally recognised principles of international law.viii 

Furthermore, both countries strive for 4 development of a multipolar Asia, thereby 

striving to enhance their own influence and stature in the region. 

India and Indonesia now look at each other for achieving complementary regional 

support, and can envisage their future as collaborating regional powers, reinforcing 

their strategic convergences to ensure a favourable regional balance. While both the 

countries aim to maintain peace, progress and prosperity in the region, they also seek 

to strengthen their relations with regional countries. India is prepared to provide 

viable alternatives to the Chinese Maritime Silk Route (MSR) initiative in the region. 

India’s Project Mausam aims at re-establishing communication amongst the regional 

countries, and a better understanding of cultural bonds driven by regional maritime 

milieus.ix Whereas India’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region 

(SAGAR) aims at bringing benefit to all in the region – as the very name suggests – its 

combination with Project Mausam could potentially provide Indonesia the other 

countries in the neighbourhood a preferred alternative to China’s MSR. 

On the other hand, Indonesia has the capability of extending India’s strategic reach in 

the Indo-Pacific, by acting as a springboard connecting the Indian Ocean region to 

Pacific-Asia. Furthermore, the two countries could not only share a strong bilateral 

relationship, but also partner in multilateral forums. India and Indonesia are members 

of multilateral oganisations such as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the Indian 

Ocean Rim Association (IORA), and the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) to 

name a few, which largely aim to promote regional cooperation. Indonesia as the 

biggest democracy and largest country in ASEAN, thus, holds strategic value in the 

overall geopolitics of Southeast Asia. Accordingly, India and Indonesia geopolitical 

convergence has multiple advantages, which enhance the capability to formulate a 

meaningful collaboration for positively influencing the regional security environment 

through partnerships with countries and regional organisations. 
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Defence and Security Cooperation 

The converging security concerns shared by the two countries are identified in their 

commitment to strengthen the architecture of their defence ties through holding 

regular defence dialogues. Following Indonesian President Jokowi’s trip to India in 

December 2016, the two countries pledged to deepen maritime cooperation through 

the “Statement on Maritime Cooperation”. The two countries also value the success 

and recognize the potential of "Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2016”, which took place in New Delhi. Subsequently, the two leaders 5 

directed their focus on maritime industry and security, maritime safety and 

navigation, and other avenues of bilateral cooperation. In future, bilateral strategic 

and defence cooperation can be extended to a joint hydrographic surveys, joint 

production of defence equipment, formation of Joint Task Force for crises 

management, Search and Rescue (SAR) and most importantly, joint shipbuilding 

programs. A MoU is already in place for the same. 

India and Indonesia offer unique opportunities to the strategic partnership shared by 

them as they are immediate maritime neighbors. Indonesia could contribute to the 

security of international sea lanes (ISL) due to its central location linking the Indian 

and Pacific oceans. At the same time, India, as a regional ‘net security provider’, could 

supplement Indonesia’s interest in protecting the regional ISLs – particularly in the 

western approaches to the Indonesian international straits – from multifarious 

security threats, thereby maintaining a benign maritime environment conducive to 

unimpeded seaborne trade. 

The two countries face similar concerns about illegal fishing in their maritime zones. 

The two countries have thus considered signing a Joint Communiqué to eliminate 

illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing and to further promote sustainable 

fisheries. Both countries have enhanced their defence cooperation by implementing 

initiatives like the India and Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT). The 29th Co-

ordinated Patrol was conducted in May 2017.x India and Indonesia are also 

participants in the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM-Plus), which aims at 

addressing shared security challenges. 

Divergences and Impediments 

Even as bilateral relations are pivoting towards development, some impediments do 

loom large over their efforts. Interestingly, China announced its Maritime Silk Route 
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initiative and its aspirations to develop the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) in Indonesia.xii Both the projects propel China’s larger objective of Belt and 

Road initiative, to which India has showed no signs of being a part. China’s 

strengthening grip over Indonesian market creates serious apprehension upon India’s 

efforts to invigorate its historical ties with the country. Reassuring India’s concerns 

over China’s investment in Indonesia are President Jokowi’s five meetings in two years 

with Chinses President Xi Jinping. Adding to the Indian apprehensions is the 

investment of China Development Bank (CDB) in Indonesia, which is an estimated 6 

$14.4 billion for 57 projects, invested since the two countries entered into a 

commitment in 2006. 

The two largest democracies of Asia are re-converging under the guidance of their 

respective leaders Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Joko Widodo, both 

elected in 2014. Notably, both the leaders are outward looking, thus bringing changes 

in respective policy orientations of the two countries. The newly initiated policies aim 

at improving infrastructure, combating corruption, overcoming redtapism and 

establishing good governance in their respective countries. This similarity in thoughts 

can be a driver for the two leaders to converge their abilities to achieve geopolitical 

goals. However, politically, both the countries have elections due in 2019 and there is 

always a possibility that the two countries could fall back upon their ‘default mode in 

terms of the two countries’ erstwhile inward looking policy orientations. This would 

place a severe stress on their burgeoning maritime ties. 

Conclusion 

India and Indonesia are naturally situated in an advantageous geostrategic position, 

enabling them to play an important role in the region. Emanating from their regional 

development policies and their shared strategic vulnerabilities in the region, India and 

Indonesia are imparting momentum to their maritime convergence. The emerging 

new power configuration in Asia is resulting in favourable regional geopolitics, 

impelling the two countries to contribute to regional stability. India and Indonesia 

have the potential to increase their strategic footprint in the region aimed at upholding 

their respective spheres of influence and their shared vision of developing maritime 

power. 

India and Indonesia are now more conscious about their united concerns and 

capabilities over economic, security and geopolitical issues. The two countries aim at 

maintaining peace and prosperity in the region. The leaders of the two countries have 
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also begun to explore various contours of India and Indonesia relations, not only 

bilaterally but also multilaterally. The simultaneous change in strategic approach of 

both the countries is a fortunate coincidence. From which they need to maximize the 

benefits of the available opportunities. Thus, the re-convergence of India and 

Indonesia partnership is necessary for peace and prosperity in the region, but it may 

neither be irreversible, nor inevitable. 

Source: maritimeindia.org, 17 July 2017 

 
Sikkim standoff: To understand China's larger game, we must focus on 

Bhutan's centrality to the conflict 

 

-Sreemoy Talukdar 

The standoff between India and China at the tri-junction border could be the 

culmination of a slow-burning, intricate geopolitical game being played by Beijing 

where Bhutan is not a peripheral, but a central figure. And if India fails to play its cards 

right, the impasse could turn out to be a festering gangrene — an embodiment of 

India's myopic policy and apathy. 

However, amid a spate of commentaries on the Sino-India clash, Bhutan's role has 

remained somewhat underplayed. The tiny Himalayan kingdom's moves are 

considered too inconsequential in the power play between the two Asian giants. And 

yet, a holistic understanding of the impasse would elude us unless we recognise 

Bhutan's centrality to the conflict. We need to take a closer look, not only at Bhutan's 

behavior since Indian troops moved into its territory to stop China's road construction, 

but also at the sovereign nation's historical ties with India and the trajectory of its 

foreign policy. A few things immediately leap at us once we turn to Bhutan's reaction 

since the development of the impasse. According to the Bhutanese government's lone 

press release on the issue, Royal Bhutan Army troops intercepted Chinese border 

guards and members of a road-opening party, who were busy "constructing a 

motorable road from Dokola in the Doklam area towards the Bhutan Army camp at 

Zompelri on 16 June". 

Yet Thimphu, which has no diplomatic relations with Beijing, took four days to lodge 

a protest with the Chinese embassy in New Delhi. This points to a certain amount of 

lack in enthusiasm. 

http://maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636359330168851335.pdf
http://www.firstpost.com/author/sreemoy-talukdar
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While China claims territorial rights over the disputed Doka La tri-boundary region 

and has touted its road-opening activity as a "routine affair of a sovereign nation", facts 

suggest that both China and Bhutan have held 24 rounds of inconclusive discussions 

on the small patch of grassy land and have entered into at least two bilateral written 

agreements (1988 and 1989) to maintain status quo on the ground "as before March 

1959".India supports Bhutan's stand, and special representatives from India and 

China reached a "broad understanding" in 2012 that any final settlement will also 

include Bhutan. This is clear. What isn't clear is that despite the disputed nature of the 

tri-boundary region, why did Bhutan allow China to construct dirt tracks in the area at 

least a decade ago, which the Chinese were now trying to upgrade into a pucca road? 

According to defence analyst Ajai Shukla in Business Standard, China was trying to 

extend the dirt track last month, "partly built more than a decade ago", to "connect 

Doka La to Highway S-204, a blacktop Chinese road in the Chumbi Valley. Since India 

does not claim the Doka La bowl, China's entry placed the ball squarely in Bhutan's 

court. But Thimphu had not objected forcefully when China had encroached into the 

Doklam bowl in 2003-07…" It could be explained as arising out of the power 

differential between the two nations, but that doesn't adequately justify Bhutan's 

reluctance given the fact that it falls under India's direct strategic influence. India, as 

former NSA Shivshankar Menon told The Hindu in a recent interview, has "a certain 

relationship and certain obligations to Bhutan". 

Curiously, though, while India sees itself as Thimphu's treaty-bound security 

guarantor, the Himalayan kingdom's media statement clarifying its position on the 

conflict mentions India's name not even once. 

Bhutan increasingly sees itself as a sovereign player in its own right, capable of taking 

its own foreign policy decisions and not as a mere protectorate of New Delhi. This is 

not a sudden change but the combination of several factors that have taken place over 

an extended period of time. The treaty of 1949 between the two nations was replaced 

by the upgraded Friendship Treaty in 2007 where a key clause (Article 2) was dropped 

that allowed India to guide Bhutan's foreign policy and even have a say in its arms 

imports. 

Article 2 now states: "In keeping with the abiding ties of close friendship and 

cooperation between Bhutan and India, the Government of the Kingdom of Bhutan 

and the Government of the Republic of India shall cooperate closely with each other 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/doklam-faceoff-motives-stakes-and-what-lies-ahead-for-india-china-117071801206_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/the-only-way-to-deal-with-the-chinese-is-directly/article19259254.ece
http://www.mfa.gov.bt/press-releases/press-release-272.html
https://mea.gov.in/Images/pdf/india-bhutan-treaty-07.pdf
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on issues relating to their national interests. Neither government shall allow the use of 

its territory for activities harmful to the national security and interest of the other." 

The thrust in Bhutan's actions is towards a final settlement to the vexing border 

problem with China, but the trouble is, the tiny Himalayan nation is of great strategic 

importance to India. New Delhi feels insecure over any Chinese overture into Thimphu 

— diplomatic, strategic, territorial or political. Some Bhutanese commentators have 

even pointed out a growing public opinion in Bhutan of an independent foreign policy 

that is not bound by any country's strategic concerns. 

Former Indian ambassador Phunchuk Stobdan writes in The Wire that "people in 

Bhutan think that India has for too long prevented their country from normalising 

diplomatic ties and negotiating a border settlement with China. India, on its part, fears 

that any boundary deal will not only impact Indian security but also impinge on its 

own negotiating position with China on the boundary issue. From Bhutan's 

perspective, India's position is adversely impacting its ties with China. This is the main 

issue that is leading to complexities and confusion, including the standoff at Doka La." 

Tenzing Lamsang, editor of The Bhutanese, feels that the Bhutan's position as an 

independent, sovereign nation is not adequately respected by either China or India. 

On Chinese newspaper Global Times calling Bhutan a former "vassal state of Imperial 

China", Lamsang writes, "Forget about a Bhutanese leader, there is no historical 

record of even a Bhutanese farmer going to China to 'kowtow' to a Chinese emperor." 

On Indian commentariat's claims that the nation is India's "protectorate", he writes, 

"A 'protectorate' would not decline the BBIN agreement, or won't put on hold four joint 

venture hydro projects with India on the basis of Bhutan not being happy with certain 

Cross Border Trade in Electricity guidelines from India. Bhutan is a friend and ally of 

India due to our mutual interests." 

An understanding of the change in dynamics of Indo-Bhutan relationship is crucial to 

uncork the logic behind China's current actions. Beijing has long wanted to extend its 

strategic influence over Bhutan and has tried all sorts of overt and covert means to 

prise away one of India's most valuable strategic partners. It won't be a stretch to 

assume that the latest Sino-Indian skirmish is a result of China's effort to meet twin 

objectives — a) force India to give up its role as a security guarantor in the Himalayan 

border and Indian Ocean regions; and b) compel smaller nations to understand that 

their security and interests would be better served if they align with China. 

https://thewire.in/156180/bhutan-doklam-border-china/
http://thebhutanese.bt/bhutan-is-neither-a-vassal-nor-a-protectorate/
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It would be foolish to think that this larger Chinese game is reliant only on use of force, 

though that remains a prime tool. Beijing has been working behind the scenes to install 

an anti-India government in Thimphu and with elections slated for early next year, the 

Doka La drama is perfectly timed. If it succeeds in its mission, China will be in a better 

position to use Bhutan as a bargaining chip. 

India's problems have been compounded by its policy paralysis. As Beijing builds a 

complex road and railway network around the Himalayan region with Tibet as the hub 

of activity, India's moves remain slow and reactive, leading to an increasing power 

differential.As strategic expert Ravi Rikhye writes in Daily O, China is slated to 

complete "Shigatse-Gyirong link by 2020; Gyirong is a land port for the Nepal-Tibet 

trade and tourism, freeing Nepal from its traditional transport dependence on India…" 

It has also "put under construction the 1,629km Lhasa-Nyingchi-Chengdu railway 

from both ends. When complete, it will take 15-hours from Chengdu to Lhasa. 

Currently, one has to use the 3,070km route Chengdu-Xining-Golmo-Lhasa, taking 42 

hours. The 430-km Lhasa-Nyingchi line will run opposite Arunachal. It is slated for 

2021 completion." Bhutan respects its historic ties with India, but New Delhi must 

create opportunities for itself and its strategic partners to sustain the relationship. 

Else, we could see more such aggressive overtures from China in the near future. Make 

no mistake, Beijing is playing a much larger game here. 

Source: www.firstpost.com, 21 July 2017 

 

 

China's expansionist policy hit its delicate relations with US, India 

China’s policy of expanding its boundaries and claiming other countries’ territories led 

to confrontation with many of its neighbouring countries. As these nations look at the 

US government to help contain China's expansionist policy, relations between the US 

and China could get strained. The Chinese government yesterday defended the action 

of its pilot who flew fighter plane close to a US naval plane in the East China Sea on 

Sunday, which was carrying out reconnaissance activity in the area. China has asked 

the United States to immediately stop all activities carried out by the US Navy in the 

South China Sea and East China Sea as it threatened its national security. Chinese 

Defence Ministry spokesman Ren Guoqiang in a statement issued on Tuesday said, 

http://www.dailyo.in/politics/china-tibet-rail-lines-kathmandu-lhasa-nyingchi-chumbi-valley-shigatse-gyirong-aksai-chin-jammu-baramulla/story/1/9661.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/sikkim-standoff-to-understand-chinas-larger-game-we-must-focus-on-bhutans-centrality-to-the-conflict-3841083.html
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"China's Air Force dealt with it in accordance with laws and regulations. The Chinese 

pilots' manoeuvres are legal, necessary and professional". The US military aircraft's 

surveillance activities threatened China's national security, damaged both countries' 

military security and posed a danger to the safety of both the Chinese and US pilots, 

said Guoqiang. 

Pentagon spokesman Captain Jeff Davis said on Monday that two Chinese J-10 fighter 

jets intercepted a US EP-3 plane over the East China Sea during the weekend, with one 

jet coming within about 90 meters of the US aircraft causing it to change direction. 

The plane was flying in international airspace over the East China Sea. 

Doklam Standoff and India’s military preparedness 

The current standoff between India and China over the Doklam Plateau at the tri-

junction of India, Bhutan and China has entered its second month, when at the request 

of Bhutan, Indian army stopped construction of road by the Chinese army in the 

Bhutanese territory. The area is close to strategic corridor of “chicken’s neck” linking 

Northeast region of India with the rest of the country. China denied entry to Indian 

pilgrims visiting Kailash Mansarovar via Nathu La on the Indo-China border in Sikkim 

on June 23. The Chinese side has conducted live fire drill in Tibet plateau near the 

Indian border to assert its claim. Indian side maintains that the dispute can be 

diplomatically resolved amid constant war rhetoric from the other side. The issue is 

likely to be taken up by the National Security Advisor Ajit Doval with Chinese 

counterpart at the BRICS NSA Summit on July 27-28, being held in Beijing. 

The Indian government recently authorised Indian army to procure critical weapons 

systems and military platforms to maintain combat readiness for short duration 

"intense wars" amid heightened tension at India-Pakistan border and China. India’s 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, while answering to a question in Rajya 

Sabha, said, “If China unilaterally changes the status quo of the tri-junction point, then 

that is a direct challenge to our security. Their demand is that we should withdraw our 

troops from there. We want that, if we are having a conversation, if we want to have 

talks, then both should withdraw their armies. From our side, there is no unreasonable 

demand.” Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, or RSS, a Hindu nationalist organisation, 

has called for a boycott of Chinese goods and asked all Indians to chant a 'mantra' 

before their prayers, " Let Kailash, Himalaya and Tibet be delivered from the demonic 

clutches of China.” 
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China’s frustration of India not joining OBOR 

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s ambitious project One Belt One Road (OBOR) of 

linking Asia, Europe and Africa providing newer markets for the Chinese goods has 

been criticised. India’s refusal to join OBOR has enraged China. China has committed 

to invest USD 46 billion in building China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) that 

will allow Chinese goods to be transported faster to the Middle East, Africa and 

Europe. 

Source: www.moneycontrol.com, 26 july 2017 

 

Britain to tighten ties in Indo Pacific 

Britain is determined to become more active in the Indo Pacific region once it finalises 

its exit from the European Union, UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson says. In a wide-

ranging speech in Sydney, Mr Johnson reminisced about a year-long, fun-filled stay in 

Australia as a 19-year-old in the 1980s, before turning to the more serious topic of 

talking up Britain's prospects post Brexit. Mr Johnson said Britain would strengthen 

its relationship with ASEAN after its split with the EU is final in 2019, as well as 

develop trade, military and security ties across the region. "There is nowhere more 

exciting to do that than here in the Indo-Pacific; here where there is a third of the 

global economy, around two thirds of the global population - here where the growth 

is," he told a crowd of about 200 people at the Lowy Institute's annual lecture on 

Thursday. "And that is why we have decided once again that the UK must be more 

present, more active, and more engaged in this region." 

Mr Johnson said Britain aimed to have good relationships with all major countries in 

the region, including China, Japan and India as well as Australia and New Zealand. 

And he flagged that Britain would not shy away from playing a role in maintaining 

order and weighing in on issues such as China's military build up in the South China 

Sea. Mr Johnson, who led Brexiteers to victory in last year's referendum in Britain, 

also talked up the UK's prospects once its divorce from the EU is finalised in 2019. And 

to anyone who thought Britain could not succeed on its own in the world, Mr Johnson 

invoked the classic Aussie saying: "Don't come the raw prawn with me." 

http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world/chinas-expansionist-policy-hit-its-delicate-relations-with-us-india-2336323.html
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In making his case for Brexit he asked the audience - which included Treasurer Scott 

Morrison, Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and business leaders - to consider what 

Australia would have done if it had joined the EU as it has done the Eurovision singing 

competition. "I think we can look at Australia today and after 26 years of continuous 

growth, and with per capita GDP 25 per cent higher than in the UK, I think we can say 

that it was not absolutely necessary for Australia to join the Common Market," he said. 

"When we look at what Australia has achieved, we can see grounds for boundless 

excitement and optimism." Mr Johnson, who is in Sydney for three days of talks with 

Australian government ministers, reiterated his desire that Britain sign a free trade 

deal with Australia soon after Brexit, saying he hoped it would be "at or near the front 

of the queue". Mr Johnson's Lowy Lecture followed a day of talks with Ms Bishop and 

UK Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon and Australia's Defence Minister Marise 

Payne, with all ministers agreeing to strengthen trade and security ties. 

Source: www.sbs.com.au, 28 July 2017 

 

Will launch nuclear strike on China if Trump orders it, says US Navy 
commander  

The US Pacific Fleet commander said on Thursday he would launch a nuclear strike 

against China next week if President Donald Trump ordered it, and warned against the 

military ever shifting its allegiance from its commander-in-chief. Admiral Scott Swift 

was responding to a hypothetical question at an Australian National University 

security conference following a major joint US- Australia military exercise off the 

Australian coast. The drills were monitored by a Chinese intelligence-gathering ship 

off northeast Australia. Asked by an academic in the audience whether he would make 

a nuclear attack on China next week if Trump ordered it, Swift replied: “The answer 

would be: Yes.” He said, “Every member of the US military has sworn an oath to defend 

the Constitution of the United States against all enemies foreign and domestic and to 

obey the officers and the president of the US as commander and chief appointed over 

us.” Swift added: “This is core to the American democracy and any time you have a 

military that is moving away from a focus and an allegiance to civilian control, then we 

really have a significant problem.” Pacific Fleet spokesman Capt Charlie Brown later 

said Swift’s answer reaffirmed the principle of civilian control over the military. “The 

admiral was not addressing the premise of the question, he was addressing the 

principle of civilian authority of the military,” Brown said. “The premise of the 

question was ridiculous.” 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/07/27/britain-tighten-ties-indo-pacific
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The biennial Talisman Saber exercise involved 36 warships including the aircraft 

carrier USS Ronald Reagan, 220 aircraft and 33,000 military personnel. It was 

monitored by a Chinese People’s Liberation Army-Navy Type 815 Dongdiao-class 

auxiliary general intelligence vessel from within Australia’s 200-mile exclusive 

economic zone. Swift said China had similarly sent an intelligence ship into the US 

exclusive economic zone around Hawaii during the Pacific Fleet-hosted multinational 

naval exercise in 2014. 

China had a legal right to enter the American economic zone for military purposes 

under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea - or UNCLOS- which 

defines the rights and responsibilities of nations sailing the world’s oceans, he said. 

Governments needed to engage with Beijing to understand why the Chinese did not 

accept that the US had the same access rights within China’s exclusive economic zone, 

Swift said. “The dichotomy in my mind is why is there a different rules-set applied with 

respect to taking advantage of UNCLOS in other EEZs, but there’s this perspective that 

there’s a different rules-set that applies within another nation’s (China’s) EEZ? “ he 

said. 

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 27 july 2017 

 

Allaying Indian concerns, Sri Lanka limits China's role to commercial 
operations at Hambantota port  

Sri Lanka's cabinet cleared a revised agreement for its Chinese-built southern port of 

Hambantota on Tuesday, the government said, after terms of the first pact sparked 

widespread public anger in the island nation.  The port, close to the world's busiest 

shipping lanes, has been mired in controversy ever since state-run China Merchants 

Port Holdings , which built it for $1.5 billion, signed an agreement taking an 80 percent 

stake. Under the new deal, which Reuters has examined, the Sri Lankan government 

has sought to limit China's role to running commercial operations at the port while it 

has oversight of broader security.  Chinese control of Hambantota, which is part of its 

modern-day "Silk Route" across Asia and beyond, as well as a plan to acquire 15,000 

acres (23 sq miles) to develop an industrial zone next door, had raised fears that it 

could also be used for Chinese naval vessels.  Sri Lankans demonstrated in the streets 

at the time, fearing loss of their land, while politicians said such large-scale transfer of 

land to the Chinese impinged on the country's sovereignty. Details of the new 

agreement have not yet been made public. But according to parts of the document seen 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/will-launch-nuclear-strike-on-china-if-trumps-orders-it-says-us-navy-commander/story-swKvhAnKHC3Mn0QV8tBa9J.html
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Sri-Lanka
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Hambantota
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/China
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Silk-Route
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by Reuters, two companies are being set up to split the operations of the port and allay 

concerns, in India mainly but  China Merchants Port Holdings will take an 85 percent 

stake in Hambantota International Port Group that will run the port and its terminals, 

with the rest held by Sri Lanka Ports Authority. The company's capital will be $794 

million.  

 

A second firm, Hambantota International Port Group Services Co, with capital of $606 

million, will be set up to oversee security operations, with the Sri Lankans holding a 

50.7 percent stake and the Chinese 49.3 percent, according to the document.  

Ports Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe said that several foreign missions had sought 

clarification from Colombo about whether the Chinese navy would be using 

Hambantota port as it steps up its presence in the Indian Ocean.  

"We told China that we can't allow the port for military use and that 100 percent 

responsibility of security matters should be with the Sri Lankan government."  

China has been building ports in Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh and smaller 

island nations in what military officials call a "String of Pearls" in the Indian Ocean, or 

a network of friendly ports where its warships can refuel.  

Reducing Stake  

China Merchants Port Holdings also agreed to reduce its stake in the Sri Lankan joint 

venture running the commercial operations of the port to 65 percent after 10 years, 

the document says. "The cabinet approved the deal and now it needs parliament 

approval. We will send it for approval this week," cabinet spokesman Dayasiri 

Jayasekera said. He didn't provide details. A Chinese embassy spokesman said it had 

no comment to make on the deal. A source close to the Chinese Embassy in Colombo 

said both sides had reached a compromise and that Sri Lanka's concerns had been 

addressed. "They emphasised that they wanted to maintain balanced relations with 

other countries. But the deal is still beneficial for China in terms of revenue," the 

source said.  The latest agreement relates to the port while the pact for the industrial 

zone will be handled separately, Sri Lankan officials said. The revised deal comes 

weeks after President Maithripala Sirisena reshuffled his cabinet, naming 

Samarasinghe to the ports ministry after his predecessor had strongly opposed a 

majority equity stake for the Chinese firm and raised a red flag over possible military 

use.  Two Sri Lankan sources familiar with the deal said the Sri Lankan Ports Authority 

would have the right to inspect ships entering Hambantota. "Sri Lanka will have 

control over port activities including security, which various parties have raised 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/India
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Hambantota-port
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/String-of-Pearls
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concerns over earlier," one source told Reuters. "The agreement clearly says no 

military ships will be allowed in the port."  

New Delhi in 2014 was alarmed when a Chinese submarine docked in Colombo, where 

another Chinese firm is building a $1.4 billion port city on reclaimed land.  

 India has long considered Sri Lanka, just off its southern coast, as within its sphere of 

influence and sought to push back against China's expanding maritime presence. In 

May, Sri Lanka turned down a Chinese request to dock a submarine.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 25 July 2017 

 

China Won’t Get Port for Naval Base, Sri Lanka Assures India  

As part of the revised pact, the Sri Lankan government has limited the role of the 

Chinese to just commercial operations, while retaining oversight of security 

operations at the port. The earlier terms of the agreement had sparked a controversy 

and protests in the island nation. The strategically located port was built with Chinese 

loans in 2010 during President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s tenure. In 2016, the Maithripala 

Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe government decided to sell 80% stake in the port 

to the state-run China Merchants Port Holdings in order to service the massive $8 

billion debt the island nation owes to China.Hambantota port is part of China's 

maritime silk route across Asia connecting it with Europe at a key junction in the 

Indian Ocean. 

What, however, raised alarm bells in New Delhi as well as the US and Japan was a 

Chinese submarine docking in Colombo, where another Chinese firm is building a $1.4 

billion port city on reclaimed land, according to Reuters. 

India has been closely watching the developments in Sri Lanka thereafter, including 

raising its strategic concerns. In May this year, Sri Lanka refused a Chinese request 

to allow the docking of a submarine. But less than a fortnight later, Prime Minister 

Ranil Wickremesinghe attended the Belt and Road Initiative in Beijing in May, which 

India boycotted. Indian experts say while Sri Lanka has heeded New Delhi’s concerns, 

the Chinese influence in the island is not over. A large section of its political class 

harbors anti-India sentiments and view China as a balancing factor. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/allaying-indian-concerns-sri-lanka-limits-chinas-role-to-commercial-operations-at-hambantota-port/articleshow/59753952.cms
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“India enjoys close people-to-people contact and religious and historical connections, 

but China has expanded its political and commercial influence. New Delhi needs 

to keep Rajapaksa at bay. He continues to enjoy popularity and that has to be kept 

in mind,” Major General Vinod Saighal (Retd.) told Sputnik. 

Source: sputniknews.com, 25 July 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

https://sputniknews.com/asia/201707271055919448-china-naval-base-india/

